Warwick District Council Cultural Services – Guidelines on Photography in Public Places
These guidelines have been written to assist and advise activity deliverers and organisers (“the organiser”) in Warwick District with photography law in public places (e.g. parks and open spaces).
WDC prevention & Protection Policy Guidelines / Coach Guidelines
WDC has the following guidelines in its current policies:
Any member of the public wishing to use photographic equipment in a leisure centre is requested to apply for an authorised photography card before using the equipment. Staff at centres can request anyone taking photographers to produce an authorised photography card and ask that photography stops if the individual is not in possession of a card.
Parents can request that photographs of WDC children’s activities exclude their child by ticking the relevant box on the consent form. WDC staff then have a responsibility to ensure that these participants do not feature in any photography that is organised through WDC (e.g. local press).

Q & A’s About Photography in Public places 
Do I need permission to photograph someone in public?

NO, if you are standing in a public space, you do not need permission to take their photograph.

Do I need permission to photograph property?

NO, if the property can be photographed from a public place you do not need permission.

Don’t people have a right to privacy?

In UK Law there is no specific right to privacy in public places.

Can a photographer be prosecuted for harassment for taking pictures without permission?

Very unlikely. Taking a single picture or even several pictures is unlikely to be considered harassment.

Can a photographer take pictures of children in the park?

YES, and provided the park is considered a public place, you do not require the permission of the parent.

Please note: The use of images of children can be a breach of the Data Protection Act 1998 even if the photograph was captured in a public place within Warwick District. It could be a breach of the Act if the photograph was taken for business purposes including teaching, research, administration or advertising or if the photograph is later applied to a website, published online or used in other public media. Such a breach of the Act could attract both civil and criminal prosecution.
Responding to unknown individuals taking photographs of, or around, the activity
If an organiser feels uncomfortable about an unknown or unofficial photographer in a public place in Warwick District, it is reasonable for the organisers to introduce themselves to enquire as to why they are taking photos and how they plan to use these images, it should be remembered that they are not breaking the law by taking a photograph in a public place and do not have to disclose any information. We advise that photographers are approached in a calm and respectful manner and their intent should be assumed to be legitimate.

An introduction provides the opportunity for both parties to meet and gives the organiser time to inform any participants, parents or guardians of the situation and to ask any of those who object to photographs being taken to consider sitting out from the activity during the period of photography.

Please note there is no legal requirement for the photographer to seek permission from or to inform the organiser about their intentions. However it is hoped that an introduction will help avoid any misunderstandings or potential confrontations. Many individuals will respond to a reasonable approach like this by moving on or ceasing to take photographs.
We would advise any organiser not to take the law into his/her own hands and respect the rights of the photographer should he/she not wish to disclose further information.

Should you feel that the photographer is acting in a suspicious or inappropriate manner (e.g. by making contact with the children, or by taking photos in public toilets, from hidden positions, or in ways which may indicate concerning motives) then organisers should call the local police for advice and/or assistance. If the local police are contacted then please inform WDC of the actions taken.
How to contact Warwickshire Police:

In an emergency call 999 or 112. To report less urgent crime and disorder call 101.

(101 can be used for: reporting a crime that has happened, providing information about a crime, asking for information and advice).

Note: WDC would advise that external activity providers have in place appropriate guidelines and parental consent regarding photography during activity. Further information /guidance should be sought from relevant National Governing Bodies of Sport. Alternatively, advice can be attained from:

Coventry, Solihull & Warwickshire Sport: 

Tracy Murphy (Business Partnership Manager & Lead Child Protection Officer)

E: tracy@cswsport.org.uk 

T; 02465 574441

Further information on these guidelines can be attained from:

Manoj Sonecha (Active Communities Officer), Warwick District Council, Cultural Services, PO Box 2177, Riverside House, Milverton Hill, Leamingotn Spa, CV32 5QG.
Email; manoj.sonecha@warwickdc.gov.uk 

Tel: 01926 456221
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