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WDC	Matter	13	Submission	-	Amendments	to	Policy	BE6:	Telecommunications	

At	the	Matter	13	hearings	on	13th	December	a	new	policy	(Policy	BE6)	relating	to	
telecommunications	was	discussed.		To	clarify	the	proposed	additional	policy	and	to	ensure	that	the	
policy	does	not	place	unnecessary	restrictions	on	development,	it	is	proposed	to	amend	the	
penultimate	paragraph	of	the	policy	as	follows;		

“Development	in	or	adjacent	to	sensitive	locations	or	environmental	assets	should	not	significantly	
harm	the	location	or	asset	unless		

a) there	is	no	other	technically	suitable	location	that	both	meets	operational	requirements	and	
causes	less	environmental	harm	and		

b) the	benefits	of	the	proposals	demonstrably	outweigh	the	level	of	harm	resulting	from	the	
development	

”	

	

Alongside	this,	it	is	proposed	to	amend	the	explanatory	text	of	Para	5.27(b)	to	read:	

“It	is	recognised	that	telecommunications	infrastructure	(such	as	masts)	can	have	an	impact	on	
amenity	and	on	important	environmental	assets	and	sensitive	locations	such	as	areas	of	ecological	
interest,	areas	of	landscape	importance,	archaeological	sites,	conservation	areas	or	buildings	of	
architectural	or	historic	interest.	It	is	therefore	important	that	applicants	demonstrate	whether	
infrastructure	can	be	installed	alongside	existing	installations.	The	policy	seeks	to	ensure	that	care	is	
taken	in	terms	of	the	location	and	design	of	the	installation.	In	particular,	the	policy	seeks	to	ensure	
sensitive	locations	are	avoided	unless	there	are	no	alternatives	and	where	there	are	no	alternatives	
that	applicants	are	required	to	demonstrate	that	the	benefits	of	the	proposal	outweigh	the	harm	
caused.”		
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