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WDC	Matter	14	Submission	-	Policy	TR1:	Amendments	to	Explanation	
	
Following	the	Matter	14	hearings	held	on	14th	December,	it	is	proposed	to	amend	
paragraph	5.40	as	shown	below	to	clarify	that	for	commercial	retail	premises	the	
charging	points	do	not	need	to	be	provided	within	parking	spaces	directly	associated	
with	a	specific	development	proposals	as	long	as	they	are	provided	within	the	
operations	of	the	wider	site	associated	with	the	overall	commercial	operation.	
	
Para	5.40		The	National	Planning	Policy	Framework	requires	that	development	should	
be	designed	to	incorporate	facilities	for	charging	plug-in	and	other	ultra-low	emission	
vehicles.		This	is	consistent	with	the	aim	of	reducing	the	impacts	of	development	on	
air	quality.	The	Office	for	Low	Emission	Vehicles	(a	cross	government	body)	has	
prepared	a	Strategy	for	Low	Emission	Vehicles	in	the	UK.		This	emphasises	the	
Government’s	commitment	to	emerging	low-emission	technologies,	particularly	
recharging	infrastructure	for	electric	vehicles	and	hydrogen	fuel	cells.		Part	of	this	
strategy	seeks	to	ensure	investment	in	refuelling	infrastructure	is	made	so	that	this	is	
not	a	barrier	to	the	development	of	these	technologies.		The	Policy	seeks	to	support	
this	by	requiring	all	development	proposals	for	one	or	more	dwellings	and	where	off	
street	parking	provision	is	made	(for	instance	in	parking	courts,	on	driveways	or	in	
garages),	to	provide	recharging	points.		Unless	it	can	be	demonstrated	that	it	would	
undermine	the	viability	of	development,	recharging	points	should	be	provided	in	line	
with	the	Low	Emission	Strategy	Guidance	for	Developers	(April	2014)	or	subsequent	
revisions	of	this.	For	commercial	applications,	the	charging	points	required	may	be	
provided	anywhere	within	the	land	associated	with	the	commencial	operation	and	do	
not	necessarily	need	to	be	provided	within	the	planning	application	site.		
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