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PUBLIC CONSULTATION

THIS IS THE DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR WHITNASH AND IT IS
PUBLISHED FOR CONSULTATION FOR 6 WEEKS FROM WEDNESDAY 15T OCTOBER 2014 UNTIL
5PM WEDNESDAY 12™ NOVEMBER 2014.

All Neighbourhood Plan Consultation documents can be viewed in Whitnash Town Council
office or Whitnash Library at the following times:

Monday: 10.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.
Tuesday: 10.30 a.m. —3.00 p.m.
Wednesday: 1.30 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.
Thursday: CLOSED

Friday: 10.30 a.m. —3.00 p.m.

The documents can also be viewed and downloaded from Whitnash Town Council web
link: http://www.whitnashtowncouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood plan/

And

Warwick District Council web link:
http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/download/418/neighbourhood plans -
whitnash

ALL COMMENTS, NOTIFICATIONS OF SUPPORT AND OBJECTIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED
IN WRITING BY 5PM WEDNESDAY 12™ NOVEMBER 2014 TO:

Jenny Mason

Town Clerk

Whitnash Town Council
Franklin Road
Whitnash

CV31 2JH

01926 470394
OR EMAIL: jenny.mason@whitnashtowncouncil.gov.uk

IF POSSIBLE, PLEASE USE THE CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM PROVIDED.
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Executive Summary

This Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan for Whitnash is published until 5pm 12™ November 2014
for public consultation.

The Draft Plan has been prepared by a Steering Group of Town Councillors and local residents and
once finalised, will be used to guide decisions on planning applications in Whitnash until 2029.

The Draft Plan takes account of national and local planning policies and will be informed by a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) process undertaken by Warwick District Council.

The Plan includes a Vision and Objectives and the following Draft Planning Policies:

Draft Policy W1 A New Community Hub for Whitnash

Draft Policy W2 Protection of Local Centres and Community Facilities

Draft Policy W3 Local Heritage List

Draft Policy W4 Building Design Principles

Draft Policy W5 Improved Linkages to Proposed Country Park at Tach Brook
Draft Policy W6 Protection and Enhancement of Whitnash Brook Nature Reserve
Draft Policy W7 Local Greenspace Designations

Draft Policy W8 Protection of Open Area to the South of Whitnash

Draft Policy W9 Landscape Design Principles

Draft Policy W10 Improving Accessibility for All

Draft Policy W11 Housing Mix

Draft Policy W12 Employment Provision

Draft Policy W13 Encouraging a Mix of Uses

Draft Policy W14 Sustainable Design

Draft Policy W15 Flood Resistance and Resilience

Policy Option W16 Design to Reduce Surface Water Run Off

Draft Policy W17 Reducing Flood Risk through Landscaping

Following this public consultation on the Draft Plan, all representations received will be carefully
considered and used to inform the next version of the Plan which will be submitted to Warwick District
Council. The District Council will then check the Plan and publish it for a further 6 weeks consultation,
before the Plan is considered at an independent Examination. The final version of the Plan will be
subjected to a Referendum.
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1.0 Introduction and Background

Map 1 Whitnash Designated Neighbourhood Area
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719
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1.1 Whitnash is a small town with population of 8,806 (Census 2011)?, located to the south east
of Leamington Spa in Warwickshire. The built up area is largely residential, comprising a
number of modern housing estates clustered around a small historical core of half-timbered
thatched cottages and St Margaret’s Church. The Church itself dates back to Saxon times and
the village of Witenas featured in the Domesday Book in 1066.

1.2 Whitnash became a town in 1978 and the Town Council was established. Local community
facilities include four junior schools, a community hall, a library and information centre and
the Acre Close playing fields. A Children’s Centre and Nursery just outside the town boundary
in Brunswick serve the community in Whitnash. The town has three neighbourhood shopping
areas; Coppice Road, Heathcote Road /Acre Close and Home Farm Crescent, but there is no
“town centre” as such, providing a focus or hub for Town Council activities, shopping and
services. Leamington Rehabilitation Hospital is also located in the area. Whitnash has regular

1

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadHome.do?a=7&i=1001&m=0&5=1396863361

9948&enc=1&extendedList=true&nav=A&areaSearchText=Whitnash
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Flexibus services to Leamington Spa and benefits from proximity to the Stagecoach Midlands
G1 ‘Goldline’ service which provides a high quality public transport link to Leamington Spa and
Warwick. The area has easy access to the M40 motorway.

1.3 There is a strong sense of community in Whitnash and there are a number of active
community groups including Whitnash Town Council, the Whitnash Society, and the Whitnash
Twinning Association, which actively maintains links with Villebon in France, and Weilerswist
in Germany. Whitnash Tennis Club, Leamington Royals Rugby Club, and petanque, bowling,
tennis and football clubs are all located at the Sports and Social Club site, and the Leamington
and County golf club is on Golf Lane in Whitnash. Whitnash has its own under-10 football
team, the Whitnash Juniors. Other sports clubs in the town include angling, crib and senior
football. Two separate allotment sites, at Golf Lane and Dobson Lane, are open to residents
of the town.

1.4 Whitnash has a slightly younger population age profile compared to England, with 24.3%
under 18 years compared to 21.4% nationally (2011 Census). A similar proportion are at
retirement age with 16.7% over 65 years, compared to 21.4% nationally. The town also has a
mix of different ethnic groups, and a relatively high proportion of people from India; 11.2% of
the population are of Asian / Asian British (Indian) origin compared to 4.9% in Warwickshire
and 2.6% in England.

1.5 Whitnash has a relatively high proportion of economically active residents with 76.7% of those
aged 16-74 years economically active, compared to 71.3% in Warwickshire and 69.9%
nationally. The occupational profile of the working age population in the locality is fairly
similar to that of the County; although there are slightly more employees within
administrative and secretarial roles (13.8%) compared to the Warwickshire average (10.7%)
and a lower proportion in professional roles (18.1%) compared to Warwickshire (24.9%),
although the figure for England is similar at 17.5%.

1.6 Consultation findings indicate that Whitnash residents are generally satisfied with the area;
89% reported they were satisfied with their local area as a place to live, compared to 83%
across Warwickshire as a whole. When asked what needs improving in the local area,
activities for teenagers’, ‘road and pavement repairs’ and ‘affordable decent housing” were
the three issues most commonly selected.? The total recorded crime rate in the locality is low,
29 offences per 1,000 population is the lowest across all localities in the County, and compares
well with the 63 offences per 1,000 population recorded across the whole of Warwickshire.
Vehicle crime offences are also the lowest in the County, as are road injures. The Whitnash
Town Council Questionnaire in 2008 identified issues of local importance such as parking, dog
fouling and littering and speeding.

2 Whitnash Locality Profile, January 2011
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/Web/corporate/wccweb.nsf/Links/2C70986AC1CE7A768025784D00780194

/Sfile/Whitnash.pdf
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A Neighbourhood Plan for Whitnash

1.7 The Localism Act 2011 which came into force in April 2012 gave Town and Parish Councils and
other relevant bodies, new powers to prepare statutory Neighbourhood Plans to help guide
development in their local areas. These powers give local people the opportunity to shape
new development, as planning applications are determined in accordance with national
planning policy and the local development plan, and neighbourhood plans form part of this
Framework. Other new powers include Community Right to Build Orders whereby local
communities have the ability to grant planning permission for new buildings.

1.8 In 2012 Whitnash Town Council made the decision to prepare a statutory neighbourhood plan
for Whitnash. The Town Council applied for Designation as a Neighbourhood Area on 27"
September 2012 and the Designation was approved by Warwick District Council on 9™ January
2013.

1.9 To progress the neighbourhood plan a Steering Group was set up comprising Town
Councillors, local residents, representatives from different local groups and organisations, and
a representative from Warwick District Council. The Steering Group also appointed Kirkwells
Planning Consultants to provide professional town planning advice. Informal consultation on
the Vision and Objectives was undertaken in June 2014 with a flyer included in the Whitnash
Tymes.

1.10 The Steering Group has met on a regular basis to oversee the preparation of the draft
neighbourhood plan. As versions of the Plan have been prepared and amended they have
been published on the Town Council’s website:
http://www.whitnashtowncouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood plan/ .

Strategic Environmental Assessment

1.11  The 2001/42/EC Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) European Directive requires SEA
of all government local plans and programmes likely to have significant environmental effects.
The Neighbourhood Plan will incorporate amendments identified through the Environmental
Assessment Screening Exercise by Warwick District Council. The Draft Screening Report on
Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan will be published for consultation with the required
Consultation Bodies of English Heritage, Natural England and Environment Agency in 2014 and
the comments received from these organisations will inform the final version of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Parish Boundary Review

1.12 It is important to note that The Local Government Boundary Commission has carried out
recently an electoral review of Warwick District Council to deliver electoral equality for voters
in local elections. The aim of the review is to recommend ward boundaries that mean each
councillor represents approximately the same number of electors. The final
recommendations have potential implications for Whitnash.
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1.13  The Commission proposes to include a ward covering the whole of Whitnash parish with the
exception of the new development in the east of the parish that comprised Sydenham ward
in the draft recommendations. The Commission proposes that this three-member ward
should be called Whitnash ward. The proposed area is shown in Map 2 below. The final
recommendations for the Parish are that Whitnash Town Council should return 15 parish
councillors, as at present, representing the following wards: East (returning one member);
North (returning five members); South (returning five members) and West (returning four
members). The proposed parish ward boundaries are also shown on Map 2 below. Therefore
the area to the east of the railway will be a Whitnash parish ward, but not within the Whitnash
ward for Warwick District Council and therefore the boundaries will not be coterminous.

1.14  The proposals for electoral boundary changes have significant implications for the Whitnash
Neighbourhood Development Plan as Warwick District Council is undertaking a review of
community governance arrangements (a Parish Review) to coincide with the review of
electoral boundaries. The aim of a review is to bring about improved community engagement,
more cohesive communities, better local democracy and result in more effective and
convenient delivery of local services.® If the Parish boundary for Whitnash is changed, there
may be a requirement for Whitnash Town Council to re-apply for designation as a
Neighbourhood Plan Area, to reflect the new Parish Boundary.

3 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20596/elections/418/electoral boundaries/2
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Map 2 Electoral Commission Final Recommendations, Warwick District, July 2014*
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719
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Public Consultation

1.15  This Draft Neighbourhood Plan is published for public consultation until 5pm Wednesday 12t
November 2014. The responses received will be carefully considered and where appropriate
will be used to amend and finalise the Plan.

4 http://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-reviews/west-midlands/warwickshire/warwick-fer
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1.16  The amended Neighbourhood Plan will then be submitted to the District Council, when it will
be checked and published for a further 6 weeks of public consultation, before being subjected
to an independent Examination. The Examiner will consider whether the Plan meets the basic
conditions as required in the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012° and any
outstanding objections. Further suggested amendments may be recommended by the
Examiner.

1.17  The finalised version of the Neighbourhood Plan will then be subjected to a local Referendum,
and if there is a majority of support within Whitnash, the Plan should be “made” by the District
Council and used as the principal document to determine planning applications, alongside the
District’s own and national planning policies.

1.18  This Draft Neighbourhood Plan and all background and supporting documents are available
for viewing and downloading from the Town Council website:
http://www.whitnashtowncouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood plan/ and Warwick District Council
web link: http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/download/418/neighbourhood plans -

whitnash . Hard copies of the Plan are available for viewing in Whitnash Library and Town
Council at the following times:

Monday: 10.30 a.m. —3.00 p.m.
Tuesday: 10.30 a.m. —3.00 p.m.
Wednesday: 1.30 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.
Thursday: CLOSED

Friday: 10.30 a.m. —3.00 p.m.

1.19 A summary leaflet will be distributed to all homes in the autumn edition of Whitnash Tymes.

1.20 It would assist the Town Council greatly if you would use the accompanying Representation
Form, but written responses and emails are also welcome.

1.21  Please return any completed forms and written responses by 5pm Wednesday 12" November
2014 to:
Town Clerk
Whitnash Town Council
Franklin Road
Whitnash CV31 2JH

Or email: jenny.mason@whitnashtowncouncil.gov.uk

5 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
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2.0 Planning Policy Context

2.1 Neighbourhood Plans are required to be in general conformity with national and local
planning policy. Appendix | identifies the main national and local planning policies which
provide the planning policy framework for Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

2.2 The national planning policy context is set out in the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF)®. The NPPF sets out the Government’s national planning policies and the priorities for
development. The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development and there are three dimensions to sustainable development:

® an economic role
® a social role
® an environmental role.

2.3 Para 183 advises that neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a
shared vision for their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need.

Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies’

2.4 This is the adopted Local Plan and is the key document setting out the planning policies for
the District. The Local Plan is currently being reviewed and will eventually be replaced with a
new Local Plan.

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft?

2.5 In spring 2014, Warwick District Council prepared the Warwick District Local Plan, and its
accompanying sustainability appraisal, for consultation prior to its submission to the Secretary
of State for Communities and Local Government for independent examination. Consultation
took place between Friday 16th May and Friday 27th June 2014. Following consideration of
the consultation responses the Local Plan will be submitted to the Secretary of State who will
appoint an Inspector to conduct an Examination in Public later in 2014. Once Adopted, the
new Local Plan will provide the strategic local planning policy framework for Whitnash
Neighbourhood Plan.

5 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
7 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/WDC/Planning/Planning+policy/Local+Plan/default.htm
8 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/newlocalplan
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3.0 Vision for Whitnash

3.1 The Vision for Whitnash is:

In 2029 Whitnash will have a strong, local identity of a sustainable, thriving town
which serves its local residents and businesses well, and continues to have close
family and community support. Community facilities will be enhanced, green
spaces and historical links maintained and a realistic number and mix of housing
built in and around Whitnash will meet the needs of all ages and groups in the
town.

4.0 Objectives and Key Issues for the Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan

4.1 The Town Council has identified the following objectives and key issues which will need to be
addressed by the Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan:

Objective 1 - Providing a New Community Hub

Whitnash has a strong local identity and the town has expanded considerably over recent
years with extensive areas of new housing development. With the proposed new
development in the Local Plan, Whitnash is likely to increase its population further over the
Plan period. However Whitnash lacks a main focus or hub for local facilities such as shopping,
office space and a community centre. The Town Council has aspirations for improved office
and meeting space, and recognises that the existing community centre in Acre Close playing
fields is dated and requires replacing or significant updating and investment. The location of
the building is also isolated and located away from other facilities such as the library and
shops. There is a need to bring the various facilities together to provide a focus for the town
which meets the needs and aspirations of all.

Objective 2 - Protecting Existing Local Facilities

Whitnash has limited local facilities for a town of its population size, and these facilities need
protection and enhancement to ensure that they continue to meet local needs. The existing
facilities, for instance those around Acre Close, may be considered for improvement as part
of proposed feasibility work around the need to provide a new community hub. There is a
recognition that local health facilities will be put under increasing pressure from the increased
population associated with the proposed new development and that continued investment in
these facilities is a priority.

Objective 3 - Preserving Whitnash’s Individual Identity
Whitnash has a proud and strong local identity as a town in its own right, separate from nearby
Leamington Spa. The Town Council is concerned that proposed extensive areas of new

housing development on the periphery of the town may dilute this sense of identity as
Whitnash is in danger of merging with adjoining built up areas such as Warwick Gates and
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Sydenham. There is a need to maintain a “green margin” of open space around the town to
protect the Town from coalescence with other suburbs, and to strengthen boundary markings
and signs using the town’s logo.

Objective 4 - Protection of the Historic Environment

Whitnash has a number of significant heritage assets. The Whitnash Conservation Area covers
two areas at Church Green and Chapel Green and includes several 17th Century black and
white half-timbered houses, such as Home Farm House which dates back to 1652°. There are
also a number of Statutory Listed Buildings in Whitnash and these are listed in Appendix |
Listed Buildings. These and other significant buildings must continue to be protected and
enhanced as important reminders of Whitnash’s historical development.

Map 3 Whitnash Church Green and Chapel Green Conservation Area
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719
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Objective 5 - Protection and Enhancement of the Natural Environment

The built up area of Whitnash is surrounded by extensive areas of open countryside to the
south and east. The Brook Valley Nature Reserve is highly valued by local people as an
accessible area of natural environmental significance. There may be opportunities to enhance

% http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/467/a_guide to conservation areas - whitnash
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this area and create a “Whitnash Wood” on land linking the golf course to the southern
boundary of Whitnash off the Fosse Way.

Objective 6 - Protection of Local Green Spaces

Whitnash is subject to significant development pressure and the urban area is largely built up
meaning that any remaining green spaces are highly valued. The Town Council is concerned
that identified green spaces should be protected and any further development in or around
Whitnash should include significant areas of green spaces and woodland. Any additions to the
sports facilities along Harbury Lane should be carefully planned so as not to impact adversely
on any future developments. This whole area is considered to offer good potential for a new
sports facility for Whitnash.

Objective 7 - Promoting Walking and Cycling

There is a need for an overall strategy to ensure that Whitnash becomes a cycle and pedestrian
friendly town. This would help to encourage the reduction of travel by car, particularly for
short journeys, and so should reduce levels of traffic on local roads. The Town Council is keen

to support the work of “Sustrans”*?

- a body working towards a National Network for the use
of walkers, commuters and leisure cyclists. Many areas of Whitnash would support combined
cycle and footpaths, and there are few areas where widths are too narrow. The
Neighbourhood Plan should support initiatives which encourage walking and cycling as part
of an overall aim to make the town more sustainable and to encourage a healthier

environment for local people.

The County Council is responsible for maintaining existing cycle facilities on the public
highway, and for bringing forward improvements as funding opportunities permit. The
majority of the National Cycle Network within Warwick District has been delivered between
the County Council and Sustrans working in partnership.

Objective 8 - Improving Infrastructure: Promoting Public Transport and Supporting Better
Parking

The level of proposed new development in areas of Whitnash is likely to have a significant
impact on local infrastructure. The Town Council is keen to promote improvements in local
bus services and routes to serve proposed and existing residential areas and to link them to
local facilities and those in nearby Leamington Spa. There may also be opportunities to
promote the development of a new station facility on the Coventry / Oxford / London rail line
over the longer term, with links to local bus routes, cycle paths and park and ride.

10 http://www.sustrans.org.uk/
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Any proposed for a new rail station on the Leamington Spa to Oxford line would require the
support of Department of Transport Rail / Network Rail. A suitable train operator would also
need to be identified to serve the station.

New developments should provide adequate off street parking and include roads wide
enough to allow on street parking which does not impact on safety and accessibility. Proposals
to improve parking in the Acre Close area, perhaps as part of a scheme to develop a new
Community Hub should be supported. It is worth noting that the application of parking
standards in relation to new developments is a District Council matter. New roads within
developments will be required to be built in accordance with the County Council's design
standards in order to ensure they are constructed to an adoptable standard.

There is also a need to ensure that new developments provide adequate provision to meet
education needs of new residents. The Town Council recognises that education provision is a
County Council matter but would like to support proposals for new schools as part of proposed
new developments to reduce impacts on existing local schools and highways and parking
problems associated with the “school run”. Education provision and the transport issues
arising from it are being considered as part of the preparation of the District Council's Local
Plan.

Objective 9 - Implementing a Green Energy Strategy

The Town Council is keen to ensure that Whitnash becomes a more sustainable town where
the use of low carbon energy and energy efficiency are promoted. New developments should
be encouraged to incorporate new low energy and renewable energy technologies, and
options for improving efficiency of public lighting in the town such as that used for notice
boards and street lighting and signs will be considered.

Objective 10 - Providing a Suitable Housing Mix for Existing and Future Residents

The emerging Local Plan identifies a number of sites around Whitnash for new housing
development, and it is possible that other sites may come forward during the plan period. The
Town Council is concerned that these and other new developments will provide only a limited
mix of market housing with a predominance of three and four bedroomed properties aimed
at young couples and families. There is a need for a greater mix of housing and the Local
Needs Survey 2012 ! demonstrates a need for affordable housing and bungalows to meet
local needs. 22% of respondents stated that more bungalows were needed in the area and
60% of respondents were in favour of a small scheme for affordable houses for local people.

The Town Council would also like to see more “starter homes” ie one and two bedroomed
properties, as well as retirement bungalows and maisonettes and apartments to provide a
greater housing mix in the area.

11 Whitnash Local Housing Needs Survey, 2012
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Objective 11 - Increasing Local Employment Opportunities

Whitnash is a predominantly residential area, with a high proportion of residents commuting
to places of work outside the town. There is a need to improve local employment
opportunities to ensure that Whitnash does not become a “dormitory town” simply serving
as a residential area for nearby larger centres such as Coventry and Leamington Spa.
Improving employment opportunities within the town would make for a more sustainable
settlement with reduced levels of car journeys. This Neighbourhood Plan therefore supports
small to medium scale employment provision and promotes the inclusion of office space as
part of the proposed new Community Hub.

Objective 12 - Reducing Flood Risk

Parts of Whitnash are subject to flooding and there is a need for the Neighbourhood Plan to
protect areas from development where flooding is an issue and to promote development that
is flood resilient and flood resistant wherever possible.

4.2 The Vision and Objectives set out above have been used to inform the scope and content of
the Planning Policies in the Whitnash Draft Neighbourhood Plan.

4.3 Table 1 below sets out which Neighbourhood Plan Policies address these Objectives:

Table 1 Neighbourhood Plan Objectives and Policies
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5.0 Neighbourhood Plan Policies

5.1 A Community Hub for Whitnash

Home Farm Shops

5.1.1 Whitnash has developed over time without a strongly defined town centre. The population
has increased rapidly from the mid-20™" century, and the space of a few decades the
population increased by over five times. The town has three neighbourhood shopping areas;
Coppice Road, Heathcote Road /Acre Close and Home Farm Crescent, but there is no “town
centre” as such, providing a focus or hub for Town Council activities, shopping and community
facilities. The existing community centre is in poor condition and rather outdated and is sited
in a rather isolated location a short distance away from the Acre Close shops and across an
area of public open space.

5.1.2 New sites with development potential for such a community hub are of limited availability, as
the area is experiencing strong development pressure for new housing, and several possible
sites such as those around Warwick Gates / Tachbrook Road on the boundary between
existing and proposed housing areas, already have planning consent for residential
development.

5.1.3  Warwick District Council is supportive of investment in a new community hub / town centre
type of facility for Whitnash and recognises that the future sustainable growth of the town
will require improvements in existing local facilities and services. The emerging Local Plan
Policy HS6 Creating Healthy Communities advises that Development Proposals will be
permitted provided that they address key requirements associated with delivering health
benefits to the community including a) good access to healthcare facilities; b) opportunities
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for incidental healthy exercise including safe and convenient walking and cycling networks; c)
opportunities for community cohesion by the provision of accessible services and community
facilities and places and opportunities for people to interact; d) Access to high quality and safe
green or open spaces, and; e) Access to opportunities to partake in indoor and outdoor sport
and recreation.

5.1.4 Warwick District Council recognises the need for a new community hub type facility in
Whitnash and has recently commissioned a feasibility study for Whitnash Community Hub at
Acre Close. The tender for the Community Hub feasibility study will be considered in
September 2014 by Warwick District Council.

5.1.5 The Town Council have also identified a number of requirements for the proposed new facility.
These include:

¢ Preferably centrally located rather than on the outskirts of the town
e A HUB (rather than hall / centre)

e Accommodation should be available to be utilised (not necessarily full time) by the following
organisations/agencies, Town Council, Police (Safer Neighbourhood Team) Town
Development Officer (not full time as shared post with Leamington Spa), Library and Internet
library, meeting rooms, MP (not full time), Clinic facilities and Cafe.

¢ A large hall of high standard that also could be hired out by groups and individuals
® Purpose built for easy access with a car park

¢ A facility where local people can sell produce from allotments etc / crafts / art work - at
organised events throughout the year and protection and enhancement of football pitches

* Space to be utilised by groups putting on displays etc and also fundraising (schools / youth
groups etc)

¢ Central point to access for information
* The Acre Close Site would be ideal.

5.1.6 The Town Council consider that this is the overriding key issue to be addressed in the Whitnash
Neighbourhood Plan. There is a need to identify a suitable site and planning policies to
support the provision of a new, improved local community hub incorporating important local
facilities such as a civic building / meeting rooms, office space and community facilities such
as a library. The community hub should be centrally located to enhance and support retail
facilities such as those at Acre Close and to provide complimentary environmental
improvements such as improvements in local parking provision.
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Draft Policy W1 A New Community Hub for Whitnash

Proposals for a new Community Hub for Whitnash will be supported in principle. The
Community Hub will include the development of a new community centre to meet the
needs of local residents and groups, a civic centre which provides office space and a focus
for the activities of the Town Council, a new library with internet facilities, police station,
and other suitable community and local retail-type uses.

The Community Hub will complement and enhance existing local retail facilities at Acre
Close and through careful siting and location and the provision of improved parking and
high quality landscaping.

Detailed proposals will be informed by the results of a feasibility study which will be
commissioned to consider the cost implications, proposed uses, access and siting of the
proposed Community Hub.

5.1.7 Ifthe Hub is provided in the Acre Close area, a key area which would require addressing at an
early stage would be the need to improve vehicular access to the proposed Hub. Access
arrangements for the Community Hub should be discussed with the County Council as part of
the proposed feasibility study.

Protecting Local Facilities

Whitnash Library

5.1.8 Whitnash has a range of local community facilities which serve the needs of local people and
play a vital role in supporting the town’s strong sense of local community and individual
identity. These facilities include the following:

September 2014



WHITNASH DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

e Acre Close Playing Fields

e Washbourne Playing Fields (South Farm)
e  Whitnash Community Centre, Acre Close
e  Whitnash Sports & Social Club (including bowling, football, rugby, petanque, tennis)
e Leamington Football Club

e St Margaret’s Church Centre

e Leamington & County Golf Club

e Montgomery Road play area

e Brook Valley

e Harbury Lane open spaces

e Chapel Green.

5.1.9 The Town Council recognises the importance of these facilities and would like to protect them
from inappropriate changes of use. The shops in Acre Close and other neighbourhood centres
at Coppice Road and Home Farm Crescent at present provide valued local retail facilities,
however the parking is limited and the lack of parking and problems of traffic associated with
this need to be addressed.

Draft Policy W2 Protection of Local Centres and Community Facilities

Within the defined neighbourhood centres of:
- Heathcote Road / Acre Close
- Coppice Road and
- Home Farm Crescent

Development for local needs retail and community facilities uses will be permitted.

The loss of retail and community uses in these centres will be resisted and proposals for
changes of use from retail, commercial, or community use, to residential uses at ground
floor level in the defined local centres will not be permitted.

Residential uses may be allowed at first floor level to safeguard the vitality of the relevant
centres where these are part of a mix, and where ground floors are retained in
commercial or community use.

Local community facilities such as local health facilities, community centres, youth
centres, libraries, education facilities, care homes, community health facilities and
religious buildings will be protected as Community Assets. There will be a presumption
in favour of the re-use of such facilities for health and community type uses. The change
of use of existing facilities to other uses will not be permitted unless the following can be
demonstrated:

(a) the proposal includes alternative provision, on a site within the locality, of equivalent
or enhanced facilities. Such sites should be accessible by public transport, walking and
cycling and have adequate car parking; or

(b) there is no longer a need for the facility, and this can be demonstrated to the
satisfaction of the Town Council.
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Local Planning Policies
Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies

DP6 Access

DP7 Traffic Generation

DP8 Parking

DP15 Accessibility and Inclusion

SC8 Protecting Community facilities
SC14 Community Facilities

UAP3 Directing New Retail Development
UAP4 Protecting Local Shopping Centres
UAPS5 Protecting Local Shops

TCP5 Secondary Retail Areas

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft
STRATEGIC POLICY DS3: Supporting Sustainable Communities Policies and Proposals

DS5 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development
PCO: Prosperous Communities

TC7 Secondary Retail Areas

TC17 Local Shopping Facilities

Overarching Policy SCO: Sustainable Communities

TR1 Access and Choice

TR3 Transport Improvements

HS1 Healthy, Safe and Inclusive Communities

HS2 Protecting Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities
HS4 Improvements to Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities
HS5 Directing Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities
HS6 Creating Healthy Communities

HS8 Protecting Community Facilities

NP1 Neighbourhood Plans

NP2 Community-led Planning

DM1 Infrastructure Contributions
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5.2 Protection of the Historic Built and Natural Environment and Green Spaces

Built Heritage

Glerfield

Elderfield Cottage, Whitnash

5.2.1 Whitnash has a significant historic core concentrated around the Conservation Area, with a
number of listed buildings, including several timber framed cottages and farm houses and St
Margaret’s Church. The buildings and their settings are protected by legislation and national
and district level planning policies, but the Neighbourhood Plan has a role in promoting local
heritage assets and ensuring that they are protected for their own sake and for the enjoyment
of existing and future residents. The significance of local heritage assets are recognised in the
National Planning Policy Framework para 135 which states that the effect of an application on
the significance of a non-designated heritage asset should be taken into account in
determining the application. In weighing applications that affect directly or indirectly non
designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement will be required having regard to the scale
of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset.

5.2.2 Protecting and celebrating Whitnash’s historic core is an important part of the Town Council’s
objectives to retain Whitnash’s unique identity as a settlement separate from nearby
Leamington Spa. The town has a long and interesting history with its own traditions and
community activities distinct within Warwickshire.
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5.2.3 In addition to the heritage assets within the Conservation Area, and those which are
Statutorily Listed, there are many other local heritage assets which are of particular
significance to the local community. Local heritage listing is a means by which a community
and a local authority jointly identify heritage assets that are valued as distinctive elements of
the local historic environment. The Local Heritage List identifies those heritage assets that are
not protected by statutory designations. A Local Heritage List provides clarity on the location
of these assets and what it is about them that is significant. Their local interest could be
related to the social and economic history of the area, individuals of local importance,
settlement patterns or the age, design or style of buildings or structures.

5.2.4 Work has begun on compiling a Local Heritage List for Whitnash, in partnership with Warwick
District Council. Proposed local assets for the list include:

e Whitnash War Memorial outside St Margaret’s Church

e Gary O’Donnell plinth on Chapel Green

e Cllr Morris plinth at Millennium Garden

e Red phone box in conservation area at St Margaret’s Church
e Whitnash Oak

e Brook Valley

e Holy Well and Roman Villa.

Draft Policy W3 Local Heritage List

Once the Local Heritage List for Whitnash has been adopted by Warwick District Council,
proposals requiring consent which affect a building or structure on the Local Heritage List must
demonstrate how they protect or enhance the heritage asset.

The renovation or alteration of buildings or structures identified on the Local Heritage List should
be designed sensitively, and with careful regard to the heritage asset’s historical and architectural

interest and setting.

Loss of non-designated heritage assets (locally listed buildings) should be resisted.

Draft Policy W4 Building Design Principles

All new development proposals within or in close proximity to Whitnash Church Green and
Chapel Green Conservation Area will be required to demonstrate how they have taken account
of the following:

1. New development should enhance and reinforce the local distinctiveness of the

Conservation Area and proposals should show clearly how the general character, scale, mass, and
layout of the site, building or extension fits in with the “grain” of the surrounding area within

Design and Access Statements.
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2. New development should be of a scale, mass and built form which responds to the
characteristics of the site and its surroundings, care should be taken to ensure that building(s)
height, scale, and form, including the roofline, do not disrupt the visual amenities of the street
scene and impact on any significant wider landscape views. Proposals should not feature designs
specific to a generic “scheme” and should display how they take account of the locally distinctive
character of the area in which they are to be sited within Design and Access Statements.

3. New buildings should follow a consistent design approach in the use of materials,
fenestration and the roofline to the building. Traditional materials should be chosen to
complement the design of a development and add to the quality or character of the surrounding
environment. New development proposals need not imitate earlier architectural periods or
styles and could be the stimulus for the use of imaginative modern design using high quality
materials in innovative ways.

4, Building alterations or extensions in the Conservation Area should be sensitive to the
local context in terms of materials, design, colour scheme, scale and structure. The Town Council
promotes the use of natural materials from environmentally responsible sources, the use of
energy saving materials, and materials of high quality, which have been reclaimed, salvaged or
recycled.

Local Planning Policies
Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies

DP3 Natural and Historical Environment and Landscape
DAP4 Protection of Listed Buildings

DAP7 Restoration of Listed Buildings

DAP8 Protection of Conservation Areas

DAP9 Unlisted Buildings in Conservation Areas.

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft

CC3 Buildings Standards Requirements
HE2 Protection of Conservation Areas
HES Locally Listed Historic Assets

NP1 Neighbourhood Plans
NP2 Community-led Planning
DM1 Infrastructure Contributions
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Natural Environment and Green Spaces

Golf Lane Allotments, Whitnash

5.2.5 Whitnash is fortunate to include a large area of open countryside to the south and east of the
built up area, as well as a number of significant open spaces within the town. Development
pressures for new housing around the edges of the existing built up areas have led to concerns
from the Town Council about loss of green space and natural heritage assets including wildlife
habitats.

5.2.6  Existing green spaces in the area include Acre Close Playing Fields, Washbourne Playing Fields
(South Farm), Bridle way from Golf Lane to Fosse, Leamington & County Golf Club, Chapel
Green (at Plough & Harrow Pub), Church Green (at St Margaret's Church), Millennium Garden,
Bridle Way from Church Lane to Radford Semele and again to Fosse Way and Brook Valley.

5.2.7 The Town Council is concerned that existing green spaces should be protected and any further
development in or around Whitnash should include significant areas of green spaces and, if
possible, wooded areas. There may be an opportunity for the Leamington Football ground on
Harbury Lane to be retained as a new community facility for local residents in the event of the
football club relocating. Any additions to the sports facilities along Harbury Lane should be
carefully planned so as not to hamper future developments. This whole area would make an
ideal sport’s facility for Whitnash and facilities could be developed to compliment the Avon
Valley Bowling Club.

5.2.8 In addition the Leamington and County Golf Club course should be protected from future
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Warwick District Green Infrastructure Study, Final Report, 2010*?

5.2.9 Green Infrastructure is a network of green spaces and natural elements, which provides
multiple benefits for people and nature. The Green Infrastructure study undertaken for
Warwick District to inform the emerging Local Plan identifies a number of assets in the
Whitnash area:

Map 4 Green Infrastructure Natural Processes Assets — Warwick, Leamington and Whitnash®3
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719
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September 2014


http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20416/evidence_base/727/green_infrastructure
http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1392/np2_warwick_leamington_and_whitnash

WHITNASH DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Map 5 Green Infrastructure Ecological Assets — Warwick, Leamington and Whitnash4
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719
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Map 6 Green Infrastructure — Access and Recreation Assets — Warwick, Leamington and Whitnash®®
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719
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5.2.10 Whitnash Town Council proposes to undertake a Green Infrastructure (Gl) approach to the
natural heritage assets in the town in the Neighbourhood Plan.

5.2.11 Collectively green infrastructure provides multiple forms of public benefit in terms of natural
and ecological processes and assets, and health and quality of life benefits for people through
access, recreation and the historic environment. Some individual assets also provide multiple
benefits. The benefits and functions of green infrastructure are diverse and can be
summarised as follows:

e Provide opportunities for a healthy and diverse wildlife and ecosystems, and shifting
species populations due to climate change driven migration

¢ Can help mitigate the effects of, and adapt to, a changing climate, through measures such
as flood alleviation and drainage schemes

e provision of outdoor shady space; opportunities for production of biomass crops and
species for soaking up carbon dioxide

e Opportunities for informal recreation and access to nature, which can lead to
improvements in health and quality of life

¢ Places for community activity, social interaction, education and rehabilitation

e Provide opportunities for understanding, promoting and managing the historic
environment

e Provide sustainable alternatives to motorised transportation through green transport
corridors, where cycling and walking can take place

e Provide areas for local and community based food production

5.2.12 The Warwick District Green Infrastructure Delivery Assessment 2012 assesses green
infrastructure options as identified in the Green infrastructure Study, above. One of the
options considered is the proposal for a Peri-Urban Park South of Leamington / Warwick /
Whitnash. This proposal is supported in Local Plan Policy DS13 Allocation of Land for a Country
Park which allocates land adjoining the Tach Brook as shown in the Proposals Map (Map 3).
If this proposal is taken forward, then the Town Council would like to see linkages from
residential areas in Whitnash to the proposed park to ensure the new green space is accessible
to Whitnash residents.

Draft Policy W5 Improved Linkages to Proposed Country Park at Tach Brook

Proposals for improved linkages and accessibility from Whitnash to the proposed new country
park facility at Tach Brook will be supported. The proposed new country park should include the
following enhancements to maximise accessibility to residents from Whitnash and to support
local biodiversity:
e Enhanced public access and appropriate signage from residential areas;
e New footpaths and cycle routes linking to existing and new networks;
e Linkages to wildlife corridors and provision of landscaping and planting along routes
to support local biodiversity objectives such as provision of new areas of woodland
and orchards, new hedgerows, grassland and wetland habitats.

16 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20416/evidence base/727/green_infrastructure
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Whitnash Brook Nature Reserve

Whitnash Brook

5.2.13 Whitnash Brook Nature Reserve is a 2km wildlife corridor, noted for its invertebrates. It is
managed by Warwickshire Wildlife Trust and has a pond, marshy grassland and woodland.
The reserve is noted for its invertebrates found in decaying wood within the brook. The Town
Council would like to support the continued protection and enhancement of this area to
benefit local residents, visitors and wildlife.

Land East of the Railway including the Brook Valley
Current Situation

5.2.14 The land east of the railway, from the south side of the school southwards to a line level with
Fieldgate Lane and west of the brook covers an area of about 40 hectares. The Draft Warwick
District Council Local Plan designates a small part of the Brook Valley area as a Local Wildlife
Site Buffer, essentially the area covered by the flood plain. The majority of the area has been
designated as a proposed development site.

5.2.15 Part of this area, some 6.5 hectares has already been given planning permission (on appeal)
for 209 houses and development has already started. This is the area directly south of
Campion School to the bridleway from Black Bridge (Church Lane) leading east to the brook
itself. Access is via a single road off Withy Bank (nr St Fremund Way). The plan gives only a
single access to the whole site by moving part of the school slightly to the east.

Our Vision for this Area not already under development
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5.2.16 We would like to preserve and enhance this historical area of Whitnash to:

1. Not allow the whole area to be designated as a Warwick District Council Proposed
Development Site

2. Ensure the protection of the heritage of this area.

3. Provide a recreational facility for the existing residents of the area and the new residents of
the new development when it is completed.

4. Enhance pedestrian and cycle access to the school and beyond.

Protecting and enhancing the Brook Valley

5.2.17 Our aim is to preserve a 700 yard strip of land along the bank of the Whitnash Brook and
enhance it as detailed in Map 7 below. The Brook Valley contains the site of a Roman Villa,
discovered in around 1974. In addition to this there are several historical features present
such as a Holy Well. To protect the Brook Valley and enhance it we recommend the creation
of a nature park with a small wood of new trees that are native to the area. The nature park
would include footpaths, bike trails and open areas for recreation.

Map 7 Brook Valley
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719

History of the Site

5.2.18 Whitnash was one of the last parishes in England to be enclosed (ie lose the Medieval Three
Field system). An old map in the Warwickshire County Records Office clearly shows the area
described in this area before the land was enclosed. On the map the arable land can be seen
divided into strips and, as it is today, the arable strips extended nearly to the brook in the
northern part near to the bridge and the track way to Radford Barn. Adjacent to the brook
was a thin strip called Redhill Field Waste which was unused for arable purposes.
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5.2.19 Around the first bend in the brook the Holy Well site is reached. This is the most important
ancient site on the route. From this point onwards the remains of three small ancient Water
Meadows are still visible although currently much overgrown. The first meadow called Blake
Fithers contains the site of the Holy Well and was originally only three quarters of an acre in
extent. Next to this going southwards is the remains of Littleworth Field Meadow which was
also very small. This is followed by the remains of Horsepool Meadow which is long and
narrow and ends at the next main bend of the brook where it is proposed to construct a
footbridge over to the Radford bank to join an existing footpath. In the remains of Horsepool
Meadow can be seen what appears to be the site of the actual Horse Pool after which the field
is named. It is a large circular hollow and is rendered most attractive even without water or
bushes along its perimeter and which forms a large amphitheatre. A high bank at the corner
would be a suitable spot to bridge the brook to the existing footpath on the Radford side. At
this location lies an old Farm Barn which would be ideal for an open Ramblers' shelter and
display of information boards. It is understood that the farmer who owns this building is
sympathetic towards the project and would be willing to sell the building for the purpose
mentioned. At the time of the enclosures of the Whitnash fields in 1850 the pattern of the
fields was altered. The three small meadows were combined and became part of a large
meadow which also extended into the area formerly used as arable strips on the East and
South sides. This gave a large field of permanent pasture extending to a considerable distance
from the brook and the remaining part was arable land up to the recently built railway line
(built 1851/52).

5.2.20 This pattern of fields continued until the 1960s when all the field hedges and fences were
removed and the whole area became one large arable field to facilitate the use of large
modern agricultural machinery. However not all the land in the field was utilised and
substantial parts of the three old meadows adjacent to the brook remained as a field border.
These areas were probably not usable as arable land because of their undulating surface,
liability to flood and the presence of springs in the land. At all times until the 1960s the farmer
allowed access to all who wished to walk along the stretch of the brook in question but
Whitnash was much smaller then and people kept to the pasture field. It is recorded that the
Holy Well was visited regularly until 1918. After that several residents can remember visiting
the meadow on nature walks from the village school and others remember having picnics and
using water from the nearby springs.

5.2.21 For over 30 years Whitnash residents have expressed an interest in regaining access to the
Holy Well area. It has been discussed at Parish Council Meetings and latterly at Town Council
meetings when it was unanimously agreed to try to proceed. A “Planning for Real" exercise
was carried out by Warwick District Council and many comments were received, from local
children as well as adults, as to the need to provide more access to the local countryside and
in particular the creation of a new nature trail and wild-flower meadow accessible from the
Church Lane area of Whitnash. As the land would satisfy the requirement for the "Planning
for Real" exercise and would also re-open historic features, it was thought to be the ideal
location. In 1996 Warwick Council fully supported this idea and made available a grant of
£9,000 for the purchase of the land by Whitnash Society, who would co-ordinate the scheme.
Another major step forward was made in the Whitnash Brook Valley corridor when Mill Dam
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Field and Pebble Island area was generously given by A.C. Lloyd to be a designated Local
Nature Reserve, to be run by Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. The new area proposed adjoins this
reserve at the Regia Via track between Whitnash and Radford Semele. It is possible that this
new area could be added to the existing reserve and also be run by Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust, with input from the Whitnash Society, Whitnash Town Council, residents and schools.
The whole trail would then commence at Radford Road, Leamington, pass the Mill Dam Field
then on pass the Holy Well and Medieval water-meadows, cross the brook to the Roman Villa
and Frizmore Hill and end at the Fosse Way. This would be a trail rich in Pre-History as well as
Natural History and would afford simple recreational use in an increasingly built-up
environment. The new prospective residents would also benefit. The new roads could be
named after features on the new route. The County Council will be involved in any discussions
regarding the proposed improvements for pedestrians and cyclists, particularly where these
will affect the public highway.

Enhanced Cycleways
5.2.22 Proposals for Enhanced Cycle ways include the following:

e Create a new cycle route from the end of the Fieldgate Lane northwards to the entrance to
the school bordering the railway line.

e Enhance the bridleway for pedestrian and cycle access from the bridge at Church Lane down
to the Brook Valley and beyond to Radford Semele.

e From the end of the cycle path at Fieldgate Lane, cyclists could join a new continuing cycle
route along Golf Lane to the Fosse Way.

Draft Policy W6 Protection and Enhancement of Whitnash Brook and Brook Valley

Whitnash Brook Nature Reserve is protected from inappropriate development. Proposals to
enhance the area for the benefit of local residents and visitors such as improved pedestrian and
cycle accessibility will be supported.

The following enhancements are supported:

e Enhanced cycle routes including the creation of a new cycle route from end of the
Fieldgate Lane northwards to the entrance to the school bordering the railway line.

e Improvements to the bridleway for pedestrian and cycle access from the bridge at Church
Lane down to the Brook Valley and beyond to Radford Semele.

e Provision of a new continuing cycle route along Golf Lane to the Fosse Way from the end
of the cycle path at Fieldgate Lane.

Local Green Space Protection

5.2.23 The Town Council is concerned that major development proposals within and around
Whitnash will increase pressure on open spaces. The NPPF allows communities to protect
significant local green space:
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Para 76. Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify
for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as
Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in
very special circumstances. Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be
consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in
sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be
designated when a plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end
of the plan period.

Para 77. The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or
open space. The designation should only be used:

® where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

e where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value
(including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

® where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.
Para 78. Local policy for managing development within a Local Green Space should be
consistent with policy for Green Belts.

This is also supported in Policy HS3 Local Green Space in the emerging Local Plan.

Draft Policy W7 Local Greenspace Designations

The Following Site(s) Are Allocated As Local Greenspace Under Paragraphs 76 And 77 Of The
National Planning Policy Framework:

. Dobson Lane Allotments

. Chapel Green

. Church Green

. Golf Lane Allotments

. Whitnash Brook Valley

. Washbourne Fields

. Golf Course

. Arable Land and Football Club

00 N O U1 A WN R

New development which impacts adversely on the openness of these sites will not be acceptable.

The Local Green Spaces are shown on Map 8 below.
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Map 8 Local Greenspace Designations
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719

Crown Hill

Bishop's Tachbrook
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isme e {§ “sandown fom

©Crown copyright and database rights 2014 Ordnance Survey Licence Number. 100055719 .
You are permitied fo use this data Solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation that provided you with the data.
You are not pemitted to copy, sublicence, distibute or sell any of ths data to third partes in any fom. %
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Protecting the Open Character of the area to the South of Whitnash

East Whitnash

5.2.24 The area to the south and east of Whitnash is an extensive area of open countryside with a
distinctive rural character. This area is on the doorstep of several residential communities,
and is highly valued by local residents for its openness, views and opportunities for walking,
cycling and generally enjoying the countryside. Leamington and County Golf Club Course is
also located within this area and retaining the green and open character of this facility is a
priority of the Town Council.

5.2.25 The Town Council is concerned that development proposals on the edge of this open area will
increase pressure on the remaining areas of open countryside. It would like to see the area
protected from further encroachment by the urban area to the north, and new development
proposals to the north east and north west. Maintaining the openness of the area would also
assist with protecting the identity of Whitnash and help to stop it merging with other
neighbouring settlements.
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5.2.26 The document, “Options for Future Urban Expansion in Warwick District - Considerations for
Sustainable Landscape Planning”, Richard Morris Assocs, Nov 2012% (Local Plan evidence
base) includes the following conclusions relevant to the area south of Whitnash:

8.9 Sydenham, Whitnash and Radford Semele.

There is development pressure to expand Sydenham and Whitnash south and east into
greenfield areas of the Whitnash Brook valley, whilst there is also pressure to expand the
village of Radford Semele. Both areas of expansion are likely to lead to the actual or perceived
coalescence of the settlements. This study has concluded that the rural setting, which includes
managed nature reserve areas and well used public footpaths, has important functions for
existing residents that are likely to be greatly undermined by some of the larger proposals for
development adjacent the valley. Smaller land parcels are suggested for possible development
where there would seem to be potential to retain the separate identity of Radford, the wider
landscape character, some specific and distinctive landscape features and the multi-functional
green infrastructure purposes of the valley. It is again considered important that viable
agricultural units are retained. A commitment to excellence within new development is also
essential — where some previous residential development in the locality seems to lack the
potential to mature into attractive, desirable neighbourhoods in the longer term.

Draft Policy W8 Protection of Open Area to the South of Whitnash

Proposals for new development on green field sites on the edge of the existing built up area as
identified in the new Local Plan for Warwick District will be required to demonstrate physical and
visual linkages to the existing built up area.

Further development on land in the open countryside to the south of Whitnash, including the golf
course, will be resisted to ensure that individual settlements remain distinct from one another
and do not merge together, and that the open, rural character of this area is maintained.

Draft Policy W9 Landscape Design Principles

All new development proposals will be required to demonstrate consideration of the following
landscape design principles:

1. Local habitats and wildlife should be preserved and enhanced.

2. Mature and established trees should be protected and incorporated into landscaping
schemes wherever possible. The planting of local species will be encouraged. Species
should be appropriate to the location and setting in terms of type, height, density
and the need for on-going management. When constructing boundaries native tree

17 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/69/considerations for sustainable landscape planning. -

final
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species should be used. Existing hedgerows should be retained and the
establishment of new native hedges is encouraged.

3. All new development must incorporate sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS)
which are fully compliant with the most recently adopted national and local
standards.

4. Development proposals on the urban fringe should demonstrate consideration of

visual impacts on local landscape through a visual landscape impact assessment,
Layout and design should provide an appropriate transition from rural to urban areas,
such as inclusion of lower densities around the edges and suitable landscaping
schemes.

Local Plan Policies
Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies

DP2 Amenity

DP3 Natural and Historical Environment and Landscape

DP6 Access

SC8 Protecting Community facilities

SC13 Open Space and Recreation Improvements

DAP3 Protecting Nature Conservation, Geology and Geomorphology

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft

DS5 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development
Overarching Policy SCO: Sustainable Communities

HS1 Healthy, Safe and Inclusive Communities

HS2 Protecting Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities

HS3 Local Green Space

HS4 Improvements to Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities
HS5 Directing Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities

HS6 Creating Healthy Communities

NE1 Green Infrastructure

NE2 Protecting Designated Biodiversity and Geodiversity Assets
NE3 Biodiversity

NE4 Landscape

NP1 Neighbourhood Plans
NP2 Community-led Planning
DM1 Infrastructure Contributions
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5.3 Improving Accessibility for All

St Margarets Church Centre, Old School

5.3.1 The Town Council considers that an overall strategy for ensuring that Whitnash is a cycle and
pedestrian friendly town is essential. Most areas of Whitnash would support combined cycle
and footpaths, and routes which allow children to get safely to local schools by bicycle should
be a priority.

5.3.2 As Whitnash is likely to expand in the future, then the road and transport infrastructure will
require improving. This will mean more than one bus route through the town will be required,
and very narrow roads may have to be widened.

5.3.3 The Town Council considers that the proximity of the railway line along the edge of Whitnash
offers the potential of a small railway station, with linkages to bus services. If Whitnash is to
grow significantly, a station which provides links to Leamington, Warwick, Coventry,
Birmingham, Banbury and London would be of significant benefit. Rail services should be tied
into the local bus routes, cycle paths and possible park and ride.

5.3.4 With potential new large scale housing developments, and a new community hub/town
centre and other facilities, special consideration must be given to parking. New developments
should provide adequate off street parking, but should also feature roads that are wide
enough to allow on street parking without blocking the road itself. A new town centre,
community hub, leisure centre, railway station or other new facilities would also require
provision of adequate car parking.
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5.3.5 The Town Council is concerned that significant new development proposals in and around
Whitnash will increase pressures on the local network. Whilst it is recognised that
development contributions may be secured to improve infrastructure provision to ameliorate
impacts of new development, particularly in relation to the strategic road network, there is a
need to support proposals which improve accessibility for existing residents of Whitnash.

5.3.6 The Strategic Transport Assessment, 20118 includes the following vision:

The proposals for transport in relation to the Local Plan must support the vision for the
District. In this respect, transport should:

1. Contribute to the area being a place where people want to live, work and visit;

2. Support the economy of the main towns and surrounding rural areas, thus stimulating
growth and prosperity;

3. Mitigate, where possible, the negative impacts of growth;

4. Help achieve connectivity between new and existing neighbourhoods, community facilities
and public spaces; and

5. Ensure that communities can access heath and local services by sustainable means.

5.3.7 The Local Transport Plan for Warwickshire 2011 — 2026 (LTP3)*® has the following objectives:

1. To promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens in order to promote a fairer, more
inclusive society;

2. To seek reliable and efficient transport networks which will help promote full employment
and a strong, sustainable local and sub-regional economy;

3. To reduce the impact of transport on people and the [built and natural] environment and
improve the journey experience of transport users;

4. To improve the safety, security and health of people by reducing the risk of death, injury or
illness arising from transport, and by promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health;

5. To encourage integration of transport, both in terms of policy planning and the physical
interchange of modes;

6. To reduce transport’s emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, and address
the need to adapt to climate change.

5.3.8 The County Council will secure improvements to walking, cycling and public transport through
the planning process, along with contributions towards the strategic highway infrastructure
improvements identified in the Warwick District Local Plan Strategic Transport Assessment.
Other improvements will be funded as budgets and priorities allow, either from the County
Council's own capital resources or through external funding from Government and others (eg

18 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/25/wdcldfstaoverviewfinal pdf

19

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/Web/corporate/wccweb.nsf/Links/5D561F3BBE31F6A580257850005275DD/

Sfile/Warwickshire LTP3.pdf
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Sustrans). Improvements to local bus services should be discussed directly with the operator

where these are provided commercially.

5.3.9 There is therefore a role in the Neighbourhood Plan for Whitnash to promote and support
more sustainable travel within the town and to improve networks for cyclists and pedestrians

to reduce reliance on the private car.

Draft Policy W10 Improving Accessibility for All

Proposals which improve accessibility for existing and future residents of Whitnash will be
supported. Developer contributions will be sought which support the following accessibility and
transport improvements:

Widening pavements to provide shared pedestrian / cycle paths to remove cycles
from narrow roads, particularly Whitnash Road and Golf Lane

Provision of double yellow lines around approaches to Junctions

Incorporation of cycle paths into the design of new roads

Inclusion of appropriate covered bike storage at community and retail facilities such
as the proposed new Community Hub

Inclusion of appropriately surfaced cycle routes and footpaths through green spaces
to assist cyclists and pedestrians to use these routes in adverse weather.

Signalling improvements, environmental enhancements and improved signage to
promote increased use of walking and cycling routes to local schools, neighbourhood
centres and open spaces

Integration of any new green routes into existing off road networks

¢ Improvements to local bus service provision.

Local Plan Policies
Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies

DP6 Access

DP7 Traffic Generation

DP8 Parking

DP12 Energy Efficiency

DP15 Accessibility and Inclusion

SC4 Supporting Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft

DS5 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development
TR1 Access and Choice

TR3 Transport Improvements

HS1 Healthy, Safe and Inclusive Communities

NP1 Neighbourhood Plans

NP2 Community-led Planning

DM1 Infrastructure Contributions
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5.4 Sustainable Communities

e ——
uN WE RN

Housing Mix

5.4.1 The number of new homes in and around Whitnash is likely to increase by about 550 over the
plan period, up to 2029.

5.4.2 Whitnash Town Council would like to ensure that this level of growth is managed in a
sustainable way, and that proposed new housing includes an appropriate mix of house types,
sizes and tenure to meet the changing needs of the local population. There is a concern that
new market housing will not provide an appropriate mix that reflects the needs of different
groups, such as smaller households and the aging population.

5.4.3 The Coventry & Warwickshire Joint Strategic Housing Market Assessment - November 2013%°
(SHMA) provides the following key conclusions and recommendations for Warwick District:

Guidance on Market Housing Size Mix

Para 9.5.2 “Warwick: the housing stock in Warwick District is reasonably balanced with the
evidence indicating that semi-detached homes are the most prevalent. There are a higher
proportion of 1- and 2-bed properties (comprising 38% of homes) and of 4- and 5-bed homes

20 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20416/evidence base

September 2014


http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20416/evidence_base

WHITNASH DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

(with a below average proportion of 3-beds), whilst 23% of the stock is flats. This appears to
provide a reasonable housing offer. As with Stratford-on-Avon, providing smaller and medium-
sized properties will help to meet local needs.“

5.4.4 Interms of meeting the needs of older people, the SHMA advises in paras 10.6 to 10.9:

“Population changes, including improvements in life expectancy are expected to have a big
impact on housing needs. Demographics is the key driver of issues associated with housing
older people.

“Many older people will want to live in the existing (and often family) homes — the homes
which they have lived in for in some cases many years. Some may need adaptions to properties,
or floating support, to reflect their changing needs as they get older.

“Some older households may consider downsizing, such as to reduce housing costs, release
equity from their homes to fund their lifestyle or retirement, or to meet their changing needs
(such as a move to single storey properties to manage increasing mobility problems). Targeted
new housing supply can help to facilitate this.

“Some households may require specialist accommodation or homes with an element of care
or support — particularly those in older age groups. However there is evidence nationally of
falling demand for residential care in some areas, and a rapidly rising average age of people
living in sheltered housing over the last 20 years, with those households in sheltered housing
requiring higher levels of support. Many local authorities have struggled to contain
expenditure on services for older people.”

Future Changes in the Population of Older Persons

Para 10.16 advises “The data shows that the HMA is expected to see a substantial increase in
the older person population with the total number of people aged 55 and over expected to
increase by 35% over just 20-years ..... For all areas we are also expected to see significant
population growth in the oldest age groups with the population aged 85 and over expected to
increase by 111% over the next 20-years.”

5.4.5 Whitnash Town Council would like to ensure that new developments include accommodation
such as bungalows to meet the needs of elderly residents as part of a balance in housing size
and styles. Housing for elderly residents should be located close to local facilities and bus
routes to assist with mobility and bus shelters should provide seating.

5.4.6 In addition Whitnash needs a wider variety of residential accommodation to meet a range of
local needs, such as starter homes (one and 2 bedroom), family homes (3 and 4 bedroom),
and potentially maisonettes/flats. New developments within Whitnash should include these
other types of housing.
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Draft Policy W11 Housing Mix

New housing development in Whitnash will be required to include a suitable mix of housing types,
sizes and styles to meet local housing needs. In particular, developments will be supported which
include bungalows or other accommodation designed for the elderly, starter homes (1-2
bedrooms) and affordable family housing (3-4 bedrooms).

Local Plan Policies
Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies

SC1 Securing a Greater Choice of Housing
SC11 Affordable Housing

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft

DS2 Providing the Homes the District Needs
DS3Supporting Sustainable Communities Policies and Proposals
DS5 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development
DS6 Level of Housing Growth

DS10 Broad Location of Allocated Housing Sites

DS11 Allocated Housing Sites

H2 Affordable Housing

H4 Securing a Mix of Housing

H5 Specialist Housing for Older People

Overarching Policy SCO: Sustainable Communities

HS1 Healthy, Safe and Inclusive Communities

NP1 Neighbourhood Plans

NP2 Community-led Planning

Employment

5.4.7 Whitnash is a largely residential area and many residents access employment opportunities
outside the town, commuting to larger urban areas such as Leamington Spa, Warwick and
Coventry. However the Town Council has aspirations for the town to become more self-
contained and sustainable through a wider mix of land uses rather than an over emphasis on
residential development alone. There may be opportunities to support investment and
improvement of existing commercial areas such as The Hangars, Harbury Lane which is
currently used for go-karting, a reclamation yard, storage facilities and a second hand
furniture shop, and would be suitable for light industrial units or commercial offices. Overall
there is considered to be a need to provide more employment opportunities for local
residents to reduce the need to travel and support the town’s future role as an economically
vibrant location with a strong business base.
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Draft Policy W12 Employment Provision

The provision of small to medium scale employment / workshop units will be supported
in Whitnash, where the development includes the re-use of existing premises or buildings
or is on a brownfield site.

Draft Policy W13 Encouraging a Mix of Uses

Development which includes a mix of housing and employment uses appropriate to a
residential area will be supported where they:

A. Do not have a detrimental impact on surrounding residential amenity;
B. Do not lead to the loss of open space or green infrastructure;

C. Do not have an unacceptable impact on traffic and there is adequate provision of
parking for employees and visitors.

Local Plan Policies

Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies
DP2 Amenity

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft

DS5 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development
DS8 Employment Land

PCO Prosperous Communities

EC1 Directing New Employment Development

EC3 Protecting Employment Land and Buildings

NP1 Neighbourhood Plans

NP2 Community-led Planning

DM1 Infrastructure Contributions
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Energy Efficiency and Reducing Flood Risk

Whitnash Brook

5.4.8 Whitnash Town Council supports sustainable design which reduces resource and energy
consumption and which reduces the risk of flooding.

Draft Policy W14 Sustainable Design

Development is supported which is designed to optimise energy and resource efficiency
through siting, layout and design and the use of high quality materials.

Wherever possible, new development should use natural materials from environmentally
responsible sources, and materials of high quality which have been reclaimed, salvaged,
or recycled.

New developments should also incorporate low energy and renewable energy
technologies in street lighting and signage.
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5.4.9 Parts of Whitnash are affected by flooding. The Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA)
201321 (p21) advises that Flood Zone maps for the Whitnash Brook joining the River Leam
immediately downstream of Radford Road Bridge (433835, 265115) demonstrate that a small
number of properties are located within Flood Zone 2 by Danesbury Crescent (433625,
264775), Marlborough Drive (433545, 264420) and Beaulieu Park (433585, 264515). The
Town Council is also aware that some areas of Whitnash such as those close to the railway
line can suffer from flooding. These areas should not be built on unless adequate water
management schemes are in place.

5.4.10 The SFRA advises the following planning policy considerations which may be of relevance to
the Whitnash Neigbourhood Plan:

Flood Risk Objective 1: To Seek Flood Risk Reduction through Spatial Planning and Site
Design:

e Use the Sequential Test to locate new development in least risky areas, giving highest
priority to Flood Zone 1.

¢ Use the Sequential Approach within development sites to inform site layout by locating the
most vulnerable elements of a development in the lowest risk areas. For example, the use of
low-lying ground in waterside areas for recreation, amenity and environmental purposes can
provide an effective means of flood risk management as well as providing connected green
spaces with consequent social and environmental benefits.

¢ Build resilience into a site’s design (e.g. flood resistant or resilient design, raised floor levels).
¢ |dentify long-term opportunities to remove development from the floodplain through land
swapping.

e Ensure development is ‘safe’ for the lifetime of the development. For residential
developments to be classed as ‘safe’, dry pedestrian egress out of the floodplain and
emergency vehicular access should be possible. The Environment Agency states that dry
pedestrian access/egress should be possible for the 1 in 100 year return period event plus
climate change, and residual risk, i.e. the risks remaining after taking the sequential approach
and taking mitigating actions, during the 1 in 1000 year event, should also be ‘safe’.

Flood Risk Objective 2: To Reduce Surface Water Runoff from New Developments and
Agricultural Land:

¢ SUDS required on all new development. Infiltration systems should be the preferred means
of surface water disposal, provided ground conditions are appropriate. Above ground
attenuation, such as balancing ponds, should be considered in preference to below ground
attenuation, due to the water quality and biodiversity benefits they offer.

e All sites require the following:

- SUDS

- Greenfield discharge rates with a minimum reduction of 20%, as required by the
Environment Agency

- 1in 100 year on-site attenuation taking into account climate change

21 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/download/431/strategic flood risk assessment documents
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* Space should be specifically set aside for SUDS and used to inform the overall site layout.
¢ Promote environmental stewardship schemes to reduce water and soil runoff from
agricultural land.

Flood Risk Objective 3: To Enhance and Restore the River Corridor:

¢ An assessment of the condition of existing assets (e.g. bridges, culverts, river walls) should
be made. Refurbishment and/or renewal of the asset should ensure that the design life is
commensurate with the design life of the development. Developer contributions should be
sought for this purpose.

¢ Those proposing development should look for opportunities to undertake river restoration
and enhancement as part of a development to make space for water. Enhancement
opportunities should be sought when renewing assets (e.g. deculverting, the use of
bioengineered river walls, raising bridge soffits to take into account climate change).

e Avoid further culverting and building over of culverts. Where practical, all new
developments with culverts running through their site should seek to de-culvert rivers for
flood risk management and conservation benefit.

¢ Set development back from rivers, seeking a minimum 8m wide undeveloped buffer strip
for development by all watercourses including those where the Flood Zone does not exist.
This is an Environment Agency requirement.

Draft Policy W15 Flood Resistance and Resilience

New development in Whitnash is required to be flood resilient. Development should be designed
to reduce the consequences of flooding and to facilitate recovery from the effects of flooding.

Such measures should include the following:
- the use of water-resistant materials for floors, walls and fixtures
- the siting of electrical controls, cables and appliances at a higher than normal level
- setting the ground floor level where practical / feasible sufficiently high not to be affected
by the flood
- raising land to create high ground where this would not result in increased flood risk
elsewhere

The lowest floor level should be raised above the predicted flood level, and consideration must
be given to providing access for those with restricted mobility.

New development should also incorporate flood-resistant construction to prevent entry of water
or to minimise the amount of water that may enter a building, where there is flooding outside.
This could include boundary walls and fencing such as solid gates with waterproof seals, and
where possible integral drains or fencing where the lower levels are constructed to be more
resistant to flooding.
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Policy Option W16 Design to Reduce Surface Water Run Off

New development should be designed to maximise the retention of surface water on the
development site and to minimise runoff. Sustainable Drainage Systems (SUDS) should be
implemented wherever possible.

The design of new buildings and infrastructure should take account of existing topography to
manage the flow of water along specific flow routes away from property and into appropriate
storage facilities.

Water attenuation facilities such as lagoons, ponds and swales should be provided within
development sites.

Sustainable design of buildings such as use of “green” or “living” roofs and “blue roofs” which
support rain water harvesting are supported. Storage of rain water for non-drinking water
purposes such as watering gardens and flushing toilets is encouraged.

Draft Policy W17 Reducing Flood Risk through Landscaping

Landscaping and the public realm should be designed to reduce surface water flooding and to
enhance local biodiversity.

Native plants such as willow, alder and sea buckthorne should be planted in in or near swales to
prevent scouring or wash out of surface drainage systems.

Areas of hard standing such as driveways and parking areas should be minimised and porous
materials used where possible — technical landscaping advice required

Local Plan Policies

Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies
DP12 Energy Efficiency

Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft

DS5 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development

CC1 Planning for Climate Change Adaptation

CC2 Planning for Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Generation

CC3 Buildings Standards Requirements

FW1 Development in Areas at Risk of Flooding HE1 Protection of Statutory Heritage Assets
NP1 Neighbourhood Plans

NP2 Community-led Planning

DM1 Infrastructure Contributions

September 2014



WHITNASH DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

6.0 Public Consultation and Next Steps

6.1 The Whitnash Draft Neighbourhood Plan has been published for consultation until 5pm
Wednesday 12" November 2014.

6.2 The Draft Plan has been informed by the results of informal public consultations including an
invitation for comments on the Vision and Objectives in Spring 2014 and the research and
hard work of the Steering Group and members of the various working groups.

6.3 The results of the consultation on the Draft Plan will be considered very carefully and used to
finalise and amend the Neighbourhood Plan. A Consultation Statement will be published
alongside the amended version of the Plan setting out how the representations received have
been considered and used to influence and inform the content of the Plan.

6.4 It is proposed that the amended Neighbourhood Plan, together with all supporting
documentation will be submitted to Warwick District Council in December 2014. Following
this, the Plan will be checked and then published for a further 6 week public consultation
before being subjected to an Independent Examination. The Examiner will consider whether
the Plan meets the basic conditions, and also any outstanding objections.

6.5 It is likely that the Examiner will recommend further (hopefully minor) changes, before the
Plan is subjected to a local Referendum. A straight majority vote (50% of turnout +1) of those
on the Electoral Register will be required, before the District Council may “make” the Plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan will then be used to help determine planning decisions in the Town
alongside County and National Planning Policies.
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Appendix | National and Local Planning Policies
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
The NPPF sets out the Government’s national planning policies and the priorities for development.

Para 6: The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development.

Para 7: There are three dimensions to sustainable development:

® an economic role
® a social role
® an environmental role

Para 15: All plans should be based upon and reflect the presumption in favour of sustainable
development, with clear policies that will guide how the presumption should be applied
locally.

Para 16. The application of the presumption will have implications for how communities
engage in neighbourhood planning. Critically, it will mean that neighbourhoods should:

e develop plans that support the strategic development needs set out in Local Plans, including policies
for housing and economic development;

e plan positively to support local development, shaping and directing development in their area that
is outside the strategic elements of the Local Plan; and

e identify opportunities to use Neighbourhood Development Orders to enable developments that are
consistent with their neighbourhood plan to proceed.

Delivering Sustainable Development

This includes:

1. Building a strong, competitive economy

2. Ensuring the vitality of town centres

3. Supporting a prosperous rural economy

4, Promoting sustainable transport

5. Supporting high quality communications infrastructure
6. Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes

7. Requiring good design

8. Promoting healthy communities
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9. Protecting Green Belt land

10. Meeting the challenge of climate change and flooding
11. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment
12. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

13. Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals

Neighbourhood plans

Para 183: Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision for
their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need. Parishes and
neighbourhood forums can use neighbourhood planning to:

® set planning policies through neighbourhood plans to determine decisions on planning applications;
and

e grant planning permission through Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community Right to
Build Orders for specific development which complies with the order.

Para 184: Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure that
they get the right types of development for their community. The ambition of the
neighbourhood should be aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider local
area. Neighbourhood plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the
Local Plan. To facilitate this, local planning authorities should set out clearly their strategic
policies for the area and ensure that an up-to-date Local Plan is in place as quickly as possible.
Neighbourhood plans should reflect these policies and neighbourhoods should plan positively
to support them. Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less development than
set out in the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies.

Para 185: Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood plans will be able to shape and direct
sustainable development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan has demonstrated its
general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and is brought into force, the
policies it contains take precedence over existing non-strategic policies in the Local Plan for
that neighbourhood, where they are in conflict. Local planning authorities should avoid
duplicating planning processes for non-strategic policies where a neighbourhood plan is in
preparation.
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Local Planning Policies — Warwick District Council
Warwick District Local Plan 1996-2011, Sept 2007, Saved Policies?

This is the adopted Local Plan and is the key document setting out the planning policies for the District.
The Local Plan is currently being reviewed and will eventually be replaced with a new Local Plan. The
following Saved Policies are considered to be of relevance to Whitnash:

DP2 Amenity

DP3 Natural and Historical Environment and Landscape
DP6 Access

DP7 Traffic Generation

DP8 Parking

DP12 Energy Efficiency

DP15 Accessibility and Inclusion

SC1 Securing a Greater Choice of Housing

SC4 Supporting Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities

SC8 Protecting Community facilities

SC11 Affordable Housing

SC12 Sustainable Transport Improvements

SC13 Open Space and Recreation Improvements

SC14 Community Facilities

UAP3 Directing New Retail Development

UAP4 Protecting Local Shopping Centres

UAPS5 Protecting Local Shops

TCP5 Secondary Retail Areas

DAP3 Protecting Nature Conservation, Geology and Geomorphology
DAP4 Protection of Listed Buildings

DAPS5 Changes of Use of Listed Buildings

DAP6 Upper Floors within Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas
DAP7 Restoration of Listed Buildings

DAPS8 Protection of Conservation Areas

DAP9 Unlisted Buildings in Conservation Areas.

22 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/WDC/Planning/Planning+policy/Local+Plan/default.htm
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Map 9 Warwick Local Plan Saved Policies Part 2 Leamington and Warwick Urban Inset Map
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719

23 Warwick District Council Local Plan 2011 — 2029 Publication Draft?

2.3.1 In spring 2014, the Council prepared the Warwick District Local Plan, and its accompanying
sustainability appraisal, for consultation prior to its submission to the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government for independent examination. Consultation took place
between Friday 16th May and Friday 27th June 2014.

2.3.2 Responses received to this consultation are currently being processed and analysed. Following
this the Local Plan will then be submitted to the Secretary of State who will appoint an
Inspector to conduct an Examination in Public later this year.

2.3.3 The following summaries of policies are of relevance to the Whitnash Neighbourhood Plan:

2 http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/newlocalplan
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Map 10 Proposals Map Extract — Publication Local Plan Map 2 Leamington, Warwick and Whitnash
Whitnash Town Council Licensee Licence No. 100055719
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Strategic Policies:

STRATEGIC POLICY DS2: Providing the Homes the District Needs - Council will provide for the
Objectively Assessed Housing Need and ensure new housing delivers the quality and mix of
homes needed in the District including: a) affordable homes; b) a mix of homes to meet
identified needs including homes that are suitable for elderly and vulnerable people; and c)
sites for gypsies and travellers.

STRATEGIC POLICY DS3: Supporting Sustainable Communities - promotes high quality new
development

Policies and Proposals
DS5 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development

DS6 Level of Housing Growth - The Council will provide for 12,860 new homes between 2011
and 2029

DS8 Employment Land - The Council will provide for a minimum of 66 hectares of employment
land to meet local need

DS10 Broad Location of Allocated Housing Sites
Greenfield sites on the edge of Warwick, Leamington and Whitnash 3,245

DS11 Allocated Housing Sites
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The following sites, as shown on the Policies Map, will be allocated for housing development
and associated infrastructure and uses:

Greenfield Sites — Edge of Warwick, Whitnash and Leamington

Ref Site No. Dwellings
HO3 East of Whitnash/South of Sydenham 300
HO4 Red House Farm 250

PCO: Prosperous Communities - The Council will promote sustainable economic development to
support a vibrant and thriving economy to deliver the jobs the District needs during the plan period.

EC1 Directing New Employment Development
EC3 Protecting Employment Land and Buildings
TC7 Secondary Retail Areas

TC17 Local Shopping Facilities

H2 Affordable Housing - Residential development on the following sites will not be permitted unless
provision is made for a minimum of 40% affordable housing to meet local needs: within the urban
areas, sites of 10 or more dwellings, or 0.3 hectares or more in area irrespective of the number of
dwellings.

H4 Securing a Mix of Housing - The Council will require proposals for residential development to
include a mix of market housing which contributes towards a balance of house types and sizes across
the District.

H5 Specialist Housing for Older People

Overarching Policy SCO: Sustainable Communities - New development should be high quality and
should ensure that it is brought forward in a way which enables strong communities to be formed and
sustained. It is also important that new development protects and enhances the historic, built and
natural features that make Warwick District a great place.

BE5 Broadband Infrastructure - Residential developments of over 5 dwellings or employment
development of over 500sq. m are required to provide on-site infrastructure, including open access
ducting to industry standards.

TR1 Access and Choice - Development will only be permitted which provides safe, suitable and
attractive access routes for pedestrians, cyclists, public transport users, delivery vehicles and other
users of motor vehicles, as appropriate.

TR3 Transport Improvements - Contributions towards transport improvements will be sought from
all development that will lead to an increase in traffic on the road network. The level of contributions
will be calculated in accordance with the Infrastructure Delivery Plan or any subsequent revision.
Contributions should include provision for public transport, footpaths, cycleways and towpaths both
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HS1 Healthy, Safe and Inclusive Communities - The potential for creating healthy, safe and inclusive
communities will be taken into account when considering all development proposals.

HS2 Protecting Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities
HS3 Local Green Space

HS4 Improvements to Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities - Contributions from
developments will be sought to provide, improve and maintain appropriate open space, sport and
recreational facilities to meet local and District wide needs.

HS5 Directing Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities - The Council will support proposals for
new and improved open space, sport and recreation facilities in accordance with relevant priorities.

HS6 Creating Healthy Communities - Development Proposals will be permitted provided that they
address the following key requirements including:

a) good access to healthcare facilities;

b) opportunities for incidental healthy exercise including safe and convenient walking and cycling
networks;

c) opportunities for community cohesion by the provision of accessible services and community
facilities and places and opportunities for people to interact regardless of;

d) high quality housing outcomes to meet the needs of all age groups in society (including the right
mix by size and tenure);

e) Access to high quality and safe green or open spaces, and;

f) Access to opportunities to partake in indoor and outdoor sport and recreation.

HS8 Protecting Community Facilities - Redevelopment or change of use of community facilities that
serve local needs will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated that:

a) There are similar facilities accessible to the local community by means other than the car,

and either;

b) The facility is redundant and no other user is willing to acquire and manage it, or;

c) There is an assessment demonstrating a lack of need for the facility within the local

community.

CC1 Planning for Climate Change Adaptation - All development is required to be designed to be
resilient to, and adapt to the future impacts of, climate change

CC2 Planning for Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Generation - Proposals for new low carbon and
renewable energy technologies (including associated infrastructure) will be supported in principle.

CC3 Buildings Standards Requirements
FW1 Development in Areas at Risk of Flooding - Development will be directed away from areas of

flood risk. However if development in areas at risk of flooding is the only option following the
application of the sequential test, it will only be permitted where various criteria are met.
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HE1 Protection of Statutory Heritage Assets
HE2 Protection of Conservation Areas
HES5 Locally Listed Historic Assets

NE1 Green Infrastructure -The Council will protect, enhance and restore the District’s green
infrastructure assets and strive for a healthy integrated network for the benefit of nature, people and
the economy.

NE2 Protecting Designated Biodiversity and Geodiversity Assets
NE3 Biodiversity
NE4 Landscape

NP1 Neighbourhood Plans - Planning applications that accord with the policies set out in this Plan,
other Development Plan Documents, and where relevant, with policies in neighbourhood plans, will
be approved without delay, unless other material considerations indicate otherwise.

NP2 Community-led Planning - The Council will support communities which are engaged in various
community-led planning activities including: a) Parish Plans; b) Village and Parish Design Statements,
and; c) Neighbourhood Plans.

DM1 Infrastructure Contributions - Development will be expected to provide, or contribute towards
provision of: a) Measures to directly mitigate its impact and make it acceptable in planning terms,
and b) Physical, social and green infrastructure to support the needs associated with the
development.
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Appendix Il Listed Buildings in Whitnash

e Old Whitnash School and School Master’s House, 1860 and 1873. Grade I, List entry Number:
1391402

e 79 and 81 Whitnash Road, Circa C17 timber-framed house. Grade I, List entry Number:
1035135

e 83 and 85 Whitnash Road, Circa C17 timber-framed range of cottages Grade Il, List entry
Number: 1107922

e 'Cooks Cottages’, 67 and 69 Whitnash Road, Circa early C17 timber-framed cottages, Grade I,
List entry Number: 1107919

e 'Green Farm House' Circa C17 timber-framed cottage with painted brick infill panels, Grade
I, List entry Number: 1325198

e 63 Whitnash Road, Small circa C17 timber-framed house with painted brick infill panels, Grade
II, List entry Number: 1035134

e  Church of St Margaret, Whitnash Road, Parish church. Except for late C15 west tower, the
church was rebuilt by Sir G G Scott in the C19, Grade Il, List entry Number: 1364966

e 'Watts Cottages' Whitnash Road, Circa C17 timber-framed cottage range with painted brick
infill panels and several wattle and daub panels to upper storey, Grade Il List entry Number:
1325171

e Home Farm, 33 Whitnash Road, Large circa C16/17 timber-framed house with rendered infill
panels, Grade ll, List entry Number: 1107913

e 'Elderfield', Whitnash Road, Circa C17 timber-framed cottage with painted brick infill panels,
Grade Il List entry Number: 1364967

e Glamis Cottage, Whitnash Road, Circa C17 timber-framed cottage with whitened brick infill
panels, Grade I, List entry Number: 1035133

e Plough and Harrow Public House, Circa C17 timber-framed building extended to east and
west, Grade I, List entry Number: 1035132
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