WARWICK DISTRICT RURAL EAST COMMUNITY FORUM
30 JULY 2009, RADFORD SEMELE COMMUNITY HALL

In attendance:         A Phillips – Hunningham JPC; David Chater – Radford Semele PC; Alan Turner – MWNW; Peter Bailey – MWNW; Barbara Wyatt – Radford Semele NW; Andrea Filipink – Radford Semele NW; Oliver Goode – Links Consulting; Ann Kelsey – PC&NW; Gary Holtby – Police; Stephanie Evans – Weston PC; Malcolm Storer – Cubbington; Reg Smith – Cubbington NW; Eileen Walk – Radford Semele NW; Sheila Woolf – Stoneleigh PC; Roger Gilbert – Stoneleigh NW; Gill Green – Bubbenhall PC; Phil Evans – WCC; John Taylor – Cubbington NW; Bertie MacKay – WDC; Wallace Redford – Eathorpe PC; Paolo La Berbera – Cubbington PC; Gary Charlton – WDC; Roger Sargent – Offchurch PC; Michael Smedley – Radfoprd Semele; Marjorie Smedley – Radford Semele; John Hammon – WDC; Liz Young – WDC; Michael Doody – WDC.
Apologies:
Robert Inman, WDC
Action points from the meeting:

	Action
	Responsible person
	Timescale

	Police to deliver 100% of measurable priorities recorded at community forum meetings as follows:-

· Do 5 speeding checks on separate occasions at Offchurch Lane

· Do 5 speeding checks on separate occasions at Rugby Road (in between Bostock Crescent and the junction with Sabin Drive), Weston under Wetherley

· Undertake 20 stop and searches to prevent opportunistic burglaries and thefts
	Richard Woodcock
	31 July – 22 Oct 09

	Ensure police newsletter has resumed
	Gary Holtby
	Before next meeting

	Obtain specific locations/streets for consideration by WCC for possible parking restrictions and enforcement
	Gary Charlton
	Update required at next meeting

	Report back to Cubbington Flood Forum on WDC’s new flood defence model and discussions with Environment Agency
	Michael Doody on behalf of RECF
	At next meeting

	Inform Leader of RECF’s nominated representative, Sheila Woolf
	Phil Evans
	Immediately

	Investigate the cost of flood signage at Eathorpe – RECF to fund
	???
	Before next meeting

	Come up with project ideas for Leader
	All
	Before next meeting

	Submit bid application to Forum
	Paolo La Barbera
	Before next meeting

	Submit bid application to Forum
	Baginton Parish Council
	Before next meeting


1. Minutes of last meeting (7 May 09) – Approved

2. Police Matters

Gary Holtby gave an update on police activity since the last Forum (presentation attached) and how they had delivered on the 100% police pledge priorities.  Key points were:-

· There had been a marked improvement in anti social behaviour in Radford Semele

· A lot of the theft from vehicles and homes were as a direct result of cars and houses being unlocked calling for more education and awareness amongst the public

· Interactive speeding signs are to be introduced on Birmingham Road 

3. Update on Forum issues raised at last meeting

a) A crossing request has been submitted for the Rugby Tavern following a recent fatality.

b) WDC has come up with a re-modelled flood defence system to solve the problem of flooding in Cubbington. The complete model, which will cost between £250 – 400k, is going to the Environment Agency within the next 3 weeks for approval.  Funding will be sought from the EA as well as other organisations.

c) The problem of parking in Weston under Wetherley was raised.  Parking on the grass verges not only causes an obstruction but has churned up the grass and caused an unsightly mess.  The PCSOs have been out to have a look but there’s nothing the police can do as the vehicles in question are not breaking the law.
4. Enforcement of on-street parking restrictions
Gary Charlton, WDC, informed the Forum that his enforcement team has been out to the villages regularly.  WDC can only enforce on single/double lines or restricted waiting and as there are very few restrictions in the villages then enforcement is proportionate to that.

If the Forum wants to get restrictions in place then they need to lobby the Traffic Projects Group at WCC.  Gary would be prepared to do this on behalf of RECF if they can give him specific locations and its considered a specific safety need.  The process can take 6 months.

Parking on pavements, although a problem and at times inconsiderate, is not an offence as such if there is still passing room for a buggy/wheelchair.  The PCSOs can do splurges with posters asking drivers to be more considerate but this has a time limited effect.  Usually if you try to restrict parking in one area it will simply displace to another.

5. Core Strategy Preferred Options

Sally Jones, WDC, explained about the Preferred Options consultation (presentation attached).  They are quite happy to go out to any parish councils if they want more information.  Sally explained all the methods with which people can get involved in the consultation.  Ultimately the document presents the preferred options of the council as to where the growth in the district should happen over the next 15 years in terms of new housing (now circa 6,000 dwellings) and employment land (75 hectares).

6. LEADER

It had been agreed at a meeting about Leader on Monday that Rural West and Rural East would have a representative each on the Leader Action Group (LAG) but would have a one shared vote.  The Chair asked for a representative and Bertie MacKay proposed Sheila Woolf, who declined.  Gill Green also declined.  Both referred to the last meeting they attended where they were not impressed with proceedings.
Phil Evans reassured the Forum that officers and councillors were well aware of the problems and that Leader had lost its way somewhat and was being bogged down with bureaucracy.  Officers were now exerting pressure on DEFRA to get things back on track and revert to the bottom up, community led approach that Leader is meant to be about with the focus on the arts, food and farming.
Sheila agreed to attend the next meeting but with the proviso that if there was no improvement she would withdraw.

Phil asked the Forum to consider project ideas both for the community chest (quick wins) and for the bigger ‘pot’.
7. Budget

The Chair confirmed that the Forum had been allocated £10k from WDC and £5k from WCC with carry over funds from last year of £4k.  The Chair invited proposals for Forum projects.

Paolo La Barbera asked the Forum to support the provision of a youth shelter in Cubbington.  Total cost £7.5k.  The Forum agreed in principle to allocating £3k following receipt of a bid application from Cubbington PC.

The Forum also agreed in principle to allocating £800 to Baginton PC to help in the production of their parish plan following receipt of a bid application from the parish council.

8. Any other business

Cllr Ann Kelsey felt the last police surgery at Old Milverton was not well publicised and at the wrong time, 4.30pm, as people are still at work.  A poster in advance at the venue in future would be welcomed and considered good public relations.  This was noted by Gary Holtby.
Eathorpe Flooding – the problem of passing vehicles was raised as an ongoing concern.  The Forum said they would support the practice of blocking off the road at these times and suggested signage.

Peter Bailey announced that the annual meeting of Mid Warwickshire Neighbourhood Watch will be at the new North Leamington School on Saturday 26 September at 10.30 am.  Everyone welcome.
9. Date of the next Forum meeting

22 October at Stoneleigh Village Hall, 7.00 pm
The meeting concluded at 9.40 pm

