Notes of Kenilworth Safer Neighbourhoods Panel / Community Forum Meeting, Monday 9th June 2009
Holiday Inn, Kenilworth

Present:

Cllr Pauline Edwards (chair)

Cllr Norman Vincett

Cllr John Whitehouse

Cllr Daphne Harrison

Susan Howell – Kenilworth Town Council

Inspector Richard Woodcock

Paul Ledden – Community Safety Manager, WCC

Verona Newbold - Governor
Dr Richard Morris – Neighbourhood Watch

John Durling – Neighbourhood Watch

John Levett – Burton Green Residents Association & NW
Andy Garsed – Neighbourhood Watch

Helen Allen – Neighbourhood Watch

Chris Langon – Burton Green Residents Association & NW

Jon Redmead – Neighbourhood Watch

Gill Peppitt - Neighbourhood Watch

Stephen Walker – Waitrose

Dr Pats – Midwarks.info

Paul Ledden – WCC

Nick Gower-Johnson, County Partnerships Manager, WCC
Elizabeth Featherstone, 

Roger Jewsbury - WDC

Andrew Jones – WDC

Jane Coates – WCC

Dave Jones - WCC
Louise Richards, WCC

Residents - Pat Slessinger, David Ewiston, Jim Flanagan, Richard Palmi, Donald Crump, Ann Crump, M.J. Lewis
Apologies:

Chief Inspector Martin McNevin, Cllr Felicity Bunker, Sgt Stewart Bosworth, Cllr Dave Shilton, Michael Coker

PART ONE: Safer Neighbourhoods Panel Business
1.  Welcome - Chair

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.
The successes of the panel were noted, these were due to 3 main reasons - budget from the WDC & WCC, hard work of the panel members and residents volunteers.

Notes of the last meeting on 9th February 2009 were agreed as a true record of events
Actions for the last meeting had been progressed. Good progress is being made on the issue of safety at school crossings, but a member of the public raised concerns and will discuss these outside of the meeting.
2. Police Presentation – Inspector Richard Woodcock (attached)
Inspector Woodcock gave a presentation outlining the services of the Warwickshire Police, and the team locally. A similar presentation will be given at each Community Forum throughout the County. The presentation prompted a lively debate from Panel members and residents mainly focusing on anti social behaviour, criminals travelling to Kenilworth to commit crimes and shop lifting.
3. Safer Neighbourhood Panel Action Plan Update – Paul Ledden 
The Action Plan has been updated with all progress since the last meeting appearing in the text in bold type. An overview report has also been produced which focussed on Speed Watch, Graffiti Removal and Anti Social Behaviour.
4. Youth Centre Update – Dave Jones
The Youth Centre membership has increased and now includes 8/9 year olds. The centre also supports its member to attend residential courses where they can achieve National Accreditation Awards. The Countywide Youth Parliament also meets in the Youth Centre. Andy asked how the Community Forum would like to work the young people? Run a Youth Forum alongside this Community Forum or invite two young people to join this Community Forum.
ACTION: Feedback on how best to interact with young people should be given to Dave Jones  
5. Graffiti Report – Andy Garsed

A leaflet has been produce on Graffiti removal, which will be distributed to all resident shortly. Apart from the cost, one of the main challenges of graffiti removal is if it is on private property. Andy is working with WDC to remove graffiti from railway bridges.

6. Speeding Report – Cllr Whitehouse 
Following evidence based working with the Police and WCC key speeding hot spots have been identified.  The most recent initiative has been speed watch, which has been piloted by Warwickshire Police. Volunteers have been trained and equipped and can now record drivers over 35mph, which triggers a letter of warning. This is not a substitute for Police work but an addition.
ACTION: If any one wants to become a volunteer, contact Cllr Whitehouse

7. Neighbourhood Watch –John Durling
John gave an overview of the current Neighbourhood Watch arrangements. Several meetings had taken place recently to try to generate interest in NW – and recruit more members, this had not been successful and the interest was very low. 
8. Finances
WDC have given £5,000 to the Community Forum, WCC will decide at a Committee meeting in July if with amount will be matched. There is also £1,700 underspend from last year which will be carried forward.
9. Publicity
Verona Newbold informed the group that she has a Publicity Group which is made up of volunteers, who will drive forward the communications of the work of the Community Forum in the area.
Part Two: Community Forum Business
The new Community Forum will build on the success of the Kenilworth Safer Neighbourhood Panel and broaden the remit to include other priority areas.

WCC & WDC lead officers were introduced - Nick-Gower Johnson, WCC, Elizabeth Featherstone, WCC, Jane Coates, WCC and Roger Jewsbury, WDC.

The new Terms of Reference for the Community Forum was circulated with the agenda and Norman Vincett gave an overview of the membership and purpose of the Forum. This generated a further discussion on membership, which resulted in Norman agreeing to add a representative from Neighbourhood Watch, Residents Association and Burton Green Parish Council to the membership. This will then be reviewed in January 2010.
Pauline was elected to continue as the Chair of the new Community Forum.

Police Priorities  
A discussion was held on the identification of three Police Priorities. The following were agreed as the priorities for the next 3 months, regular updates will be given by the Police to the Chair.
· At least six Speed enforcement initiatives, carried out by the SNT at sites in Kenilworth identified by the local Community using an approved Speed Gun, with a view to prosecution rather than deterrent
· At least six evening patrols along the location known as 'The Blundells' (Jetty from Abbey End Car Park to Spring Lane), with a view to combating anti social behaviour

· At least four weekend Police foot patrols in Kenilworth Town Centre between 10pm and 12 midnight on Friday and Saturday nights to address Anti Social Behaviour

11. Date of next meetings
The next meetings dates were agreed as;

7th September 2009, 7th December 2009, 8th March 2010, 7th June 2010  

Venues to be confirmed. 
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