



KENILWORTH COMMUNITY FORUM

7th December 2009, Kenilworth School, 7pm

Minutes of the meeting

	Attendance

	John Durling – Neighbourhood Watch
	Sunny Gill – WCC

	Sgt Stewart Bosworth – Police
	Jane Coates – WCC

	Cllr Felicity Bunker – WDC
	Roger Jewsbury - WDC

	Peter Swoboka – resident
	Elizabeth Featherstone – WCC

	Cllr Pauline Edwards – Kenilworth town council
	Andy Norman – Youth Service

	Adrian Pauling – SWAARA
	Jon Redhead – Neighbourhood Watch

	Andy Garsed – Neighbourhood Watch and ROCK
	J W Cope – resident

	Cllr George Illingworth - WDC
	Cllr John Whitehouse – WCC

	Verona Newbold – School governor rep
	Zafar Siddique – Crown Prosecution Service

	Thomas Babbett
	Dave Tipping

	Pat Tipping
	Sarah Stear

	Nick Hughes
	Chris Langton

	John Levett
	John Coates

	George Fox
	Peter Roberts

	Zac Parkinson
	Danny Bailey Nicholls

	Stephen Worrall
	Rob Hodgkins

	

	Apologies

	Cllr Norman Vincett – WDC
	Cllr Cain

	Michael Coker - WDC
	


	Matters arising

	1.1
	Peter Swoboka asked that the forum note the new webpage he has created for the advertisement of the community forum. This can be found at www.midwarks.info/kcf 
	

	
	
	

	Castle farm skate ramp presentation

	2.1
	Zac Parkinson, Stephen Worrall, and Danny Bailey Nicholls, users of the skate facility, introduced themselves and outlined their request to the forum for improvements at the facility (their presentation is in the accompanying pdf document).
	

	2.2
	The key points were:

1. address the issue of lighting in the evenings by providing timer fittings so that lights went off at 9.30pm

2. replace the existing shelter with a weather proof one

3. replace/refresh/redesign the facility itself to allow for variation and to increase the life of the ramps

4. the provision of lockers for the safe storage of personal possessions whilst skating
	

	2.3
	The group added that they take pride in the facility, often borrowing brooms to sweep up broken glass after Friday and Saturday nights. They don’t mind the graffiti at the site, and in fact suggested that it might be a fun offshoot of the project to get younger children involved in painting the site. The ramps are in a poor state of repair, and the point was made that resurfacing would not be enough given the state of the wood underneath.
	

	2.4
	The group requested funding support from the community forum to undertake this work. They offered to undertake fundraising on their own behalf to bring in more money and to work together with involved parties on the progression of the project.
	

	2.5
	A number of attendees including Insp. Richard Woodcock, Cllr George Illingworth, and Roger Jewsbury of Warwick district council supported the project and made suggestions as to how things might proceed:
· officers at Warwick District council could look into costing the work and identify people to do it

· the Castle Farm recreation facility would need to be party to discussions
	

	2.6
	The forum was asked to show hands in support of the project, and there was an almost unanimous positive response. The forum agreed to prioritise the project at Castle Farm skate facility and to allocate funding to pay for the work based on costings to be provided. The young people were thanked for their excellent presentation.
	Jane Coates to contact WDC officers and the young people to set up a group to oversee the project.

	
	
	

	Police presentation

	3.1
	PS Stewart Bosworth gave an update on the priorities set at the September meeting:
· There have been no further problems at Ashdene Gardens. Targeted patrols have taken place there. Alcohol removal has also been enforced for underage drinkers. 
· The bin fire problems have been addressed, and there have been no further fires since the last forum. Paul Morley of the arson reduction team has worked closely with Kenilworth school to provide education and information, and a new permanent programme of education has been instigated for year 7.

· Six speeding enforcement actions took place as agreed, resulting in a number of tickets being issued.
	Any further problems at Ashdene Gardens should be reported to the police by residents.

	3.2
	PS Bosworth’s presentation is attached in the form of a pdf document, and contains all the statistics relating to the past priorities.
	

	3.3
	There has been an increase in burglaries, especially of dwellings. Residents are asked to be vigilant in reporting suspicious activities and in securing their property. Operation Lowhill is underway. It brings extra resources into Kenilworth during the afternoon, which is the prime time to burglaries to take place.
	

	3.4
	Andy Garsed raised that vehicles are turning right against enforcement signs at Waverley Road and Station Road. Insp. Woodcock suggested that CCTV might be the best way of monitoring the junctions. A question was also raised about whether the press could be involved in a campaign in the New Year to highlight the dangers of not obeying traffic signs. Leafleting the roads affected was also suggested. Peter Swoboka suggested that a roundabout at the end of Waverley Road might solve the problem. It was suggested that the expense of this would be prohibitive.
	PS Bosworth to look into the viability of using the CCTV cameras to monitor the junctions.
Verona Newbold and Sunny Gill to pursue the press angle.

	3.5
	The police gained approval from the forum for the following priorities for the next three months:
· Anti-social behaviour was raised as an issue to the community forum and the Kenilworth SNT has agree to carry out at least 12 high visibility Foot/Cycle patrols between 6pm and 12mn on Friday and Saturday Nights in Kenilworth Town Centre, in the vicinity of locations identified as 'Hot Spots' under Operation RAVENSTHORPE.
· Burglary was raised as an issue and the Kenilworth SNT has agreed to carry out at least 12 high visibility foot/cycle patrols between 3pm and 11pm at locations identified through Operation LOWHILL.

· Speeding within the Kenilworth area was highlighted and six further SNT Speed enforcement checks at locations identified by the Kenilworth Community Speed Watch as a particular problem were agreed.
	

	
	
	

	Crown Prosecution Service

	4.1
	Zafar Siddique, the Chief Crown Prosecutor and head of the Warwickshire CPS, introduced himself to the forum. A resident of Kenilworth, Zafar is keen to promote prosecutors to be familiar with the communities they serve, to learn about local issues. He would value the opportunity to return to a future forum to talk more about the role of the CPS and the way the organisation could be more involved with communities. This offer was welcomed by the forum.
	

	4.2
	Zafar also mentioned the Community Payback Scheme, which has a fund to support projects.
	

	
	
	

	Youth Centre update

	5.1
	Andy Norman updated the forum on the success of the youth centre. Over 100 junior members are turning up on a Friday night, although the management committee are looking at switching the junior club to Thursday and the senior club to Friday.
	

	5.2
	The young people’s cinema project is progressing well. Around £10,000 has been spent so far on fitting out the venue to be used as a cinema. The plans are for it to open for two shows on a Saturday, showing post-cinema but pre-DVD release films. The purchase of licences to show films is expensive, and costings are being worked on at present. The organisers are aiming for around 50 young people per showing, at a charge of £3 per head. The cinema may open up to other groups in the future. Andy has submitted an application to the forum’s grant fund to support the launch of the cinema. 
	Forum panel to meet to consider the application.

	5.3
	Andy informed the forum that local young people would like to host a future forum meeting. They are making a DVD to describe local issues for young people. This idea received approval from the forum.
	

	
	
	

	Community Speedwatch update

	6.1
	Cllr Whitehouse updated the forum that 13 new locations in the town have been vetted by the police as usable for community speedwatch. There are:
· 5 locations in Abbey (2 in Burton Green)

· 4 Locations in Park Hill

· 4 locations in St John’s

The volunteers are working their way around these locations. The issue has been raised with County officers that persistent problem locations such as Windy Arbour may require a different sort of solution to reduce speeding.
	

	6.2
	Cllr Whitehouse calls for new volunteers to take part in operating the scheme. The time commitment is one session per fortnight, and volunteers always work in pairs. Cllr Whitehouse is happy to go and talk to any interested groups.
	

	6.3
	Speed gun equipment has now been purchased for exclusive use in Kenilworth. Two cameras were paid for by the forum at a cost of £2300.
	

	
	
	

	Graffiti update

	7.1
	Andy Garsed updated the forum on activity since September’s meeting. The alleyway between Lime Grove and Brooke Road, and the rear of the Bertie Road surgery, have been cleaned as part of the Community Payback Scheme. Andy continues to work with Warwick District Council to remove graffiti from public areas. A call for volunteers to support the work was made. The forum thanked Andy for his hard work.
	

	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Watch update

	8.1
	John Durling provided the forum with an update of recent activity. Kenilworth Neighbourhood Watch undertook a mailshot to members and got a 50% response. The mailshot was to gauge how many members were still interested and how many had moved on. Several public meetings have taken place to recruit new members, and a major campaign to increase members has been planned. 
	

	8.2
	John presented the forum panel with a completed grant application form for the sum of £2000 to support the promotional campaign, which is a forum priority. The panel agreed to meet to look at the application and make an early decision on its eligibility. The forum was asked to show hands to support the application, and support was almost unanimous and therefore passed.
	Forum panel to meet to consider application.

	
	
	

	9.1
	Inspector Woodcock asked the forum to consider earmarking a sum of money to support the Castle Farm skate facility development, as this had not been raised earlier. The forum agreed to earmark the sum of £5,000 to the project, with some upwards flexibility if required.
	

	9.2
	Several audience members raised the issue of acoustics, and asked that a PA system be installed for the next meeting. Heating was also raised as an issue, as the hall was cold.
	Jane Coates to organise a PA system for the March meeting.

	
	
	

	Forum publicity

	10.1
	Verona Newbold updated the forum on publicity information. The prepared article to advertise the forum did not appear in the Kenilworth Weekly News, and Verona was attempting to find out why. There has been a lack of continuity since Lucia Clifford had left the paper. It was recommended to make contact with the deputy editor, Simon Steele, in future.
	

	10.2
	Pauline asked if it was possible to look at using the Courier and the Observer, although it was noted that the latter doesn’t get delivered to Chiltern Houses.
	

	10.3
	Peter Swoboka reminded the forum of his website, www.midwarks.info/kcf. He will be happy to post all forum related publicity on there.
	

	10.4
	The point was raised that local groups could be asked to send members to the forum to represent their interests on the forum.
	Jane Coates to identify a list of local groups to invite to the forums.

	10.5
	Two attendees reported that they couldn’t find the forum dates on Warwickshire Web. Several other attendees reported that they were available. The details of community forums can be found by visiting www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickarea 
	Jane Coates to check forum information on the Warwickshire Web.

	
	
	

	Place Survey

	11.1
	Jane Coates updated the forum on several local surveys that provided data and perception information on life in Kenilworth, and issues of concern to local residents. The Warwick District Council Place Survey was displayed and available for people to take away. The Warwickshire County Council Quality of Life survey has just been published on the county website at www.warwickshire.gov.uk. A local group, Planning 4 Real, have offered to share the survey information they collected in Kenilworth with the forum to support better planning.
	

	11.2
	Verona Newbold reported that she knew about Planning 4 Real, and would provide the Chair with an update.
	Verona Newbold to share information with the Chair about Planning 4 Real.

	
	
	

	Any other business

	12.1
	An attendee raised the issue of car parking around the 6th Form college on Rouncil Lane. The small allocated car park is not big enough to accommodate all the cars, meaning there is a substantial overflow onto Rouncil Lane and Rounds Hill, causing a problem for through traffic. Verona Newbold responded that the school is aware of the issue and there is a prioritisation system in operation for pupils who have to travel in from outside Kenilworth. 
	Verona agreed to take the concerns back to the board of governors and provide the next forum with an update on plans to address the parking.

	12.2
	A further question was raised about parking schemes in Kenilworth in general. It was noted that the issues are outside the central area as well as inside it. Letters have been sent to the council about parking concerns. Cllr Whitehouse advised that there is a role for the forum in channelling issues via the local councillor, who can redirect queries to Roger Bennett at WCC for his feedback on options.
	



