Local Development Frameworl

Warwick District Council
Core Strategy

Issues Paper

Report of Public Consultation

-‘4-’4 'I ':‘E
WARWICK &
DISTRICT

March 2008 COUNCIL g&==




Core Strategy Issues Paper: Report of Public Consultation Warwick District Council

March 2008 2



Warwick District Council

Core Strategy Issues Paper: Report of Public Consultation

1 Introduction and Background

2 Identifying the Issues and Public Consultation

3 Findings of the Public Consultation

Page

10

Page

Appendix 1 List of joint meetings (including with Warwickshire 15

Partnership Executive Group)
Appendix 2 List of meetings with key stakeholders 17
Appendix 3 List of meetings held with Parish Councils 19
Appendix 4 Press Release 21
Appendix 5 Focus magazine article 25
Appendix 6 Newspaper advertisement 27
Appendix 7 Reminder letter 29
Appendix 8 Questionnaire 31
Appendix 9 Deposit points 45
Appendix 10  Those consulted with full documentation 47
Appendix 11 ~ Summary of responses to draft vision statement 49
Appendix 12  Those who responded to consultation questionnaire 53
Appendix 13 Results of questionnaire 55
Appendix 14  Summary of ‘Front-Loading’ meetings 69
Appendix 15  Briefing sheet sent to all key stakeholders prior to 79

“frontloading” meetings

3 March 2008



Core Strategy Issues Paper: Report of Public Consultation Warwick District Council

March 2008 4



Warwick District Council Core Strategy Issues Paper: Report of Public Consultation

11

1.2

13

14

15

1.6

1.7

1.8

The Purpose of this Report

This report has been prepared in support of the public engagement that has
been taking place and continues to do so, in connection with the development
of the Core Strategy for Warwick District.

The Council has undertaken a number of tasks to help us understand the key
issues that the Core Strategy will need to address. These have included a
series of meetings with local and national organisations, agencies and
interest groups with an interest in Warwick District, and the preparation of an
“Issues Paper” in November 2007.

Subsequent to preparing this “Issues Paper” the Council carried out a public
consultation between 23 November 2007 and 25 January 2008. The “Issues
Paper” was accompanied by a questionnaire which respondents were invited
to complete as a framework for structured comment. This stage of public
consultation is in line with the Regulations (specifically Regulation 25) and
forms part of an ongoing process of engagement with key stakeholders and
the public.

The council carried out the Issues Paper consultation to give every
opportunity for organisations, statutory bodies, councillors and members of
the public to be involved at every stage of the production of the Core
Strategy.

The purpose of this report is to outline what steps were taken to publicise the
“issues” consultation, and to summarise the outcome of all the Council’s early
work to engage with the local community and stakeholders.

Background to the Core Strategy

Warwick District Council adopted the Warwick District Local Plan September
2007. This document provides a framework of planning policies for Warwick
District for the period up to 2011.

In 2004, the Government passed legislation which introduced a new style
planning system, whereby Local Plans are gradually replaced with a series of
new documents known collectively as the Local Development Framework
(LDF). The LDF is made up of a number of documents which deal with
different aspects of planning policy against which planning applications are
determined. Some of these documents are required, whilst others are
optional. The key to the production of all the documents is public involvement
and to this end, the council has carried out considerable consultation in the
evolution of the Issues Paper on a face to face basis as well as a paper
based exercise.

The production of the Core Strategy typically follows a series of stages with
periods of consultation punctuating the overall process. Figure 1 below
illustrates these stages and the times when public consultation takes place.
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Fig.1 Stages of preparing the Warwick District Core Strategy

Stage Date What will this involve?
Evidence From January This is an ongoing process of gathering information that will
gathering 2007 help inform the Core Strategy. It involves technical work (such

Issues stage

Options stage

Preferred Option
stage

Submission
version

Public
examination of
the Core
Strategy

Adoption of the
Core Strategy

Autumn/Winter
2007/08

May/June 2008

January 2009

September 2009

Spring 2010

Autumn 2010

as assessments of flood risk and housing land availability) and
early consultation with key agencies and other stakeholders.

The Council has been consulting widely to understand the key
issues facing the District and the challenges facing our
communities. It has also explored the challenges that we may
be facing as further growth is planned in the district over the
period to 2026. The “Issues Paper” was produced by the
Council as a key part of this ongoing process of engagement
and public consultation took place on that document
between 23 November 2007 and 18 January 2008.

The Options Paper, and the public consultation that follows
its publication, forms the “options stage”. During the options
stage, the Council will set out the options that may be open to
us for how the district should develop.

The “preferred option report” will set out the Council’s
preferred approach for how the district should develop. There
will be a formal six week period of public consultation on
this.

The Council will further refine this “preferred option” to prepare
a final “submission version” of the Core Strategy which we will
submit to the Secretary of State. There will be a further formal
six week period of public consultation on this.

This examination will allow a Planning Inspector to consider
how “sound” the Core Strategy is. Those who commented on
the submission version of the Core Strategy may be invited to
appear at the Examination. We currently anticipate that the
Public examination will commence in March 2010.

The Council will adopt the Core Strategy as part of its
development plan following receipt of the Inspector’s Report of
the Public Examination.

(Please note that at the time of writing this report, legislation is currently being considered by Parliament that will
streamline and amend some of the stages of the process set out above. Accordingly, changes to the programme for
subsequent stages of the Core Strategy may need to be made in the future. If this happens, we will seek to keep
local people advised of this.)

1.9 The majority of local authorities have commenced work by producing an
‘Issues and Options’ paper which is then consulted upon, followed by a
‘Preferred Option’ paper, which is again subject to a consultation period. The
‘Submission’ document is then informed by this consultation and is submitted
to the Secretary of State, signalling another period of consultation.

1.10

This Council felt however, that it was preferable to separate the “issues” and

“options” stage, and to seek to identify the issues before commencing work
on the options that may be available. The production of the “Issues Paper” in
November 2007, and the subsequent public consultation on this, forms a
large part of the “issues” stage.
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The starting point for identification of the issues is the Warwick District Local
Plan. The Plan was adopted in September 2007 after a lengthy Public Inquiry
in 2006. The rigorous examination at that time and its recent adoption means
that this Plan can be considered to provide a useful and relevant starting point
for identifying the issues. Chapter three of the Local Plan identifies a series
of issues which the Local Plan needs to address and sets a series of aims
and objectives which the policies of the Local Plan then address.

The issues identified in the Local Plan were carried forward into the Core
Strategy Issues Paper as a basis for public consultation and for considering
whether any further issues should now be considered. A series of meetings
and events took place to help the Council to do this.

Early stakeholder engagement

Launch Event

The Core Strategy is intended to be produced in tandem with the Sustainable
Community Strategy (SCS). Work on the SCS has taken place alongside
early preparation of the Core Strategy to ensure that the vision and aims of
the two documents can be as compatible as possible. This work was
launched with a ‘joint visioning event’ which took place in June 2007 with 150
people in attendance representing organisations, interest and voluntary
groups. Subsequently, the staff working on these documents have continued
to meet and attend joint workshops enabling work to progress toward the
integrated outcomes required (see appendix 1).

Meetings with Key Stakeholders (front-loading)

Early discussions on key issues affecting key stakeholders commenced in the
summer of 2007. These meetings are still ongoing. A list of these meetings
so far is included at appendix 2. Notes of all these meetings with attendees
are available at appendix 14. The meetings were arranged to assess the
likely issues facing individual organisations and the groups that they
represent during the next 19 years and some possible solutions. Meetings
were also held with the Parish Council’s that invited officers in to speak to
them (see appendix 3).

Prior to the meetings a letter of invitation was sent out to all those bodies
which the Council initially identified as wishing to meet. With this letter was
sent a briefing sheet which set out some basic information and asked a series
of questions. A copy of this briefing sheet can be seen in appendix 15.

Meetings with ‘hard to reach’ groups

The Council recognise that there are ‘hard to reach’ groups which are
generally under-represented when planning issues are discussed. In an effort
to remedy this, these groups have been actively targeted to ensure that they
are given the opportunity to participate. Frontloading meetings have taken
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2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

place with a range of specialist organisations and the comments of others
have been sought to ensure a broad cross section of the local community is
engaged in the process.

Public consultation on the Issues Paper

The consultation included the following elements:

The joint launch event

Meetings with key stakeholders
Meetings with ‘hard to reach’ groups
Press Releases

Warwick Focus article

Radio interviews

Website coverage

Newspaper advertisements

Issues paper consultation questionnaire

Production and distribution of the Issues Paper

The ‘issues’ paper was published for consultation commencing on 23
November 2007, with a date for submission of comments of 18 January 2008.
This non-statutory consultation was extended to an eight week period to take
into account the Christmas/New Year period when meetings of parish
councils and organisations are less likely to occur. The paper included a
guestionnaire (see appendix 8) to structure responses and reply paid
envelope to encourage return.

The paper was made available on the council’s website and in hard copy at
the council offices and town hall, all local libraries and community offices
(Venue details given in appendix 9). The questionnaire was bound into the
paper to be detached for response and as extra, separate copies at the
deposit points and direct from the council offices. It was also made available
for completion electronically on the council’s website which utilised for the
first time, new software purchased for this purpose and future consultations.

Paper copies were also sent by post to all statutory consultees as stated in
the adopted Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), local groups and
organisations representing various facets of local community life and groups
and individuals who indicated an interest in participating in the preparation of
the Core Strategy from the council’'s consultation database set up as part of
the SCI work. (A list of those consulted on the full document is contained in
appendix 10.) Those who had attended front-loading meetings were also
consulted.

Press Release

A press release announced the commencement of the consultation and a
copy of this is at appendix 4.
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2.13

2.14

2.15

Warwick Focus article

In addition to the press release an article appeared in the council’s ‘District
Focus’ magazine which was distributed to all households, free of charge and
available electronically on the council’s website (copy of article is at appendix
5). This was in the Winter 2007 edition which appeared in late November.

Radio Interviews

Radio interviews with the group leader of the Policy, Projects and
Conservation team were also carried out to bring the consultation to the
attention of a wider audience and explain the level of expected growth. This
included one such interview on 18 January 2008 with Touch FM.

Website coverage

Details of the progress of the Core Strategy and of the opportunities to be
involved in its development appear on the Council’'s website. A quick link has
been established for the Core Strategy: www.warwickdc.gov.uk/corestrateqy.
Links lead users to the various documents as they are produced and there is
an email alert service which provides up to date information on the stages as
they are reached. Everyone phoning into the policy section is encouraged to
sign up for this service. In addition, the Council has purchased software
which allows online questionnaire and survey responses for those wishing to
use this service. Downloadable versions of the paper questionnaires were
also available on the website.

Newspaper advertisement

An initial newspaper advertisement announced the commencement of the
consultation in November 2007. It was acknowledged at any early stage
however that the Christmas and New Year holidays were during this period.
It was therefore decided that a further period of publicity should follow the
New Year holiday to renew interest and remind those who hadn’t responded,
that the consultation was due to end shortly. A £100 cash prize was also
offered to encourage a response from more individuals. A half page, colour
advertisement was placed in the Courier newspaper on Wednesday 2
January and another on Friday 4 January to inform as many people as
possible of the consultation, means by which they could be involved and
dates for responses. A copy of the advertisement is at appendix 6. This
advertisement raised public awareness and resulted in additional responses.
This campaign was accompanied by renewed efforts to obtain responses
from those that had been targeted originally with the full set of documents, by
way of a reminder letter which also mentioned the prize draw incentive. A
copy of reminder letter is at appendix 7.
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3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

A total of 115 responses (see appendix 12 for the names of respondents)
were received to the issues paper consultation. These were made up of 89 in
gquestionnaire format, either completed online using the new software
purchased to assist with this process or completed in hard copy. A further 26
responses were received in letter format. Responses have been summarised
in appendix 13.

In addition to these responses, a letter was also received from Government
Office for the West Midlands (GOWM) commenting on the Issues Paper
consultation. GOWM had few comments to make on the Issues Paper itself
but made the following comments:-

e the Council was commended on the early start that it has made on the
Core Strategy so soon after adoption of the Local Plan

e The approach taken by the council of splitting Issues and Options was
felt to be helpful in increasing engagement with stakeholders

e The list of issues identified was felt to be comprehensive

e The close integration between the Core Strategy and the Sustainable
Community Strategy was welcomed.

e The Council should make sure that the Core Strategy actively considers
the needs of gypsies and travellers

e The council should also consider the needs of the University of Warwick
particularly regarding any cross boundary issues.

Responses to the Issues Paper

The questionnaire accompanying the Issues Paper was split into sections to
make responding easier, with cross references given to the relevant parts of
the paper.

The first question related to the draft ‘vision’ for the district. The ‘vision’ was
largely supported, but a few respondents felt that it would benefit from being
shorter; some thought it should be slightly rephrased, others thought it
needed minor additions; the remainder thought it bland or ineffective. A
number of alternative vision statements, largely based on the original draft,
were put forward and these were consulted upon further, together with the
original draft, at the ‘Making It Real’ event on 18 February 2008. This event
was held to inform the Core Strategy and the final preparation of the
Sustainable Community Strategy and was attended by 120 delegates. The
responses made to the draft vision statement have been summarised in
appendix 11.

The Issues Paper then listed 16 objectives for the Core Strategy. These were
drawn from the objectives in the recently adopted Warwick District Local Plan.
There was support (to varying degrees) for all of these objectives.
Respondents were then asked to select their top three priorities within this list.
The top three selected were:-
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e meeting the housing needs of the whole community, including providing
adequate affordable housing
protecting and enhancing green spaces and the natural environment

e protecting and making best use of land

Issues under ‘Maintaining a vibrant and prosperous district’

There was strong support (66%) for increasing the amount of employment in
the district. Suggestions for the type of employment we should encourage
included, high technology industries, service sector jobs, tourism, bio-
technology and professional and financial/business services. A number of
respondents considered that there should be further new employment
development in Kenilworth.

The town centres in the district are seen as generally well catered for, but
respondents identified particular issues in each town centre. In answer to the
question “Would any of our town centres benefit from more of the following?”
(from a list of options)” the following were identified as priorities:-

e For Leamington: car parking, followed by housing and then offices and
employment

e For Warwick: car parking, followed by offices and employment and
then indoor leisure facilities

e For Kenilworth: indoor leisure facilities followed by shops and then
office and employment

Other suggestions made included Park & Ride facilities and a high quality
hotel for Leamington; shops to meet local needs in Warwick and cinema,
gallery, museum and facilities for young people in Kenilworth.

Expanding tourism in the district was well supported by 69% of respondents.
To encourage this, it was considered that improved tourist information should
be provided, new visitor attractions should be added and more hotels and bed
and breakfast accommodation be provided.

In the rural area, many respondents were concerned that we should support
rural communities with farm diversification being the most widely supported
way of achieving this. The loss of shops and services, affordable housing and
public transport were identified as the three most important issues facing rural
areas.

Issues under ‘Protecting the District’'s key assets’

In answer to the question “If land needs to be found to accommodate the
growing needs of the District, is it acceptable to allocate some green field land
on the edge of our towns?” 55% of respondents agreed that it should. There
was also strong support that the density of new housing schemes should
reflect those in the local area (63%), even though it was recognised that in
doing some this would increase the amount of green field land required for
new housing. Only 6% of respondents supported high density development.

To ensure that new development meets high standards of design,
respondents considered that we should in particular:-
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3.14

3.15

3.16

3.17

3.18

3.19

e respect the scale, height etc of surrounding buildings,
seek to retain or improve the character of streets, squares and spaces,
and

e ensure that new development complements and reflects the existing
settlement.

A high proportion of respondents supported the protection of the historic
environment and of existing open spaces.

Issues under ‘Securing a sustainable district’

There was strong support for ensuring that people can access a range of
services and land uses close to where they live, with local shops, health and
community facilities and schools and colleges scoring particularly highly.
There was also support for improvements to various aspects of the transport
network in particular the bus network, cycleways and footpaths.

Respondents agreed that a range of measures should be considered to help
address climate change. In particular, support was given to encouraging the
use of public transport (which 94% of people rated as important or very
important), promoting energy efficient buildings (92%) and including
sustainable drainage where possible (90%). 80% of people would like to see
facilities for generating renewable energy incorporated into new development.

There was strong support (72%) for not allowing any types of development to
take place in areas which currently may flood, even in circumstances where
other land is not available and where action could be taken to ensure that
flooding was not made worse in the area. Of the 28% who said that some
limited development may be permitted under such circumstances, the types of
uses suggested included sports pitches, temporary visitor attractions, nature
reserves and amenity space, cycleways and footpaths.

Issues under ‘Meeting the district’'s needs’

In order to meet the needs of the community, respondents thought that we
should

e Jook at ways to reduce poverty, social exclusion, crime and anti-social
behaviour

e protect the amenity of local communities and protect and enhance
accessibility to local services and facilities

e meet the housing needs of the whole community, including providing
adequate affordable housing.

There was strong agreement that providing sufficient affordable housing to
meet the projected needs of the district was an important or very important
issue (79%).

In terms of health and well being, the majority of respondents considered there
were adequate facilities (health, community, leisure, arts & cultural facilities) in
the district already. There were some suggestions for improvements; more
and better health services closer to communities, improved community
facilities, more sports pitches and health and fitness facilities and more
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3.20

3.21

3.22

3.23

3.24

3.25

3.26

theatres and concert venues, conference facilities and open air events to
complete provision of the arts.

In tackling crime, respondents considered design to promote community spirit
to be the most important factor in ‘designing out crime’. Other suggestions
included, providing better infrastructure, adequate lighting, youth facilities and
engaging people in their own environment.

When asked whether there are any sectors of the community that have
outstanding needs that should be met, 56% of respondents thought that there
were. The majority felt that the two groups that are most in need are the
elderly and the young.

One new issue emerged through the “issues” consultation; namely gypsies
and travellers. There is recent evidence of an unmet need within Warwick
District for accommodation for gypsies and travellers. Government
recommends that where there is evidence of need, local authorities should
seek to allocate sites through their Local Development Frameworks.

Understanding the key issues affecting the district

Overall, 59% of respondents felt that we had identified the key issues for the
district. A number of suggestions were made for issues that either were not
covered, or (in the opinion of the respondent) should have been covered in
more detail. These issues included; climate change, the countryside, the
protection of the Green Belt, the protection of open spaces, renewable energy
generation and infrastructure considerations.

More detailed results of the survey follow in appendix 13.

Other stakeholder engagement on the Core Strategy

Although the public consultation on the Issues Paper forms a major part of the
Council's early stakeholder and public engagement on the issues facing the
Core Strategy, it is not the only part. As mentioned eatrlier in this Report, a
number of meetings have taken place with a range of stakeholders to discuss
key issues affecting them for the Core Strategy. These meetings are still
ongoing as part of the process of continual engagement as the Council
considers issues affecting the Core Strategy, however a list of those that have
taken place to date is included in appendix 2. The Council has also met with
a large number of our Parish Councils to both inform them of the work on the
Core Strategy and seek their views. A list of the Parish and Town Councils
that the Council has met to date is included in appendix 3.

A summary of the discussions held with key stakeholders is contained in
appendix 14 to this Report.
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List of Warwickshire Partnership Executive Group Meetings

Date Meeting

17.04.07 WPEG

04.06.07 Facilitators and Planners

12.09.07 WPEG

17.09.07 CS/SCS meeting internally with WCC
01.11.07 SCS/CS Workshop Day

07.11.07 WPEG

15.11.07 SCSI/CS Workshop Day

17.12.07 WPEG

28.02.08 WPEG

‘Visioning Event’ steering group meetings (LC in attendance)

25.04.07 Riverside House (Room 3.01)

08.05.07 Riverside House (Room next to LY office)

15.05.07 The Gap, Warwick (venue)

31.05.07 Riverside House (Room 3.24)

12.06.07 Visioning Event — The Gap, Warwick [Planning Policy Team (6 in

total) in attendance]

‘Making It Real’ event steering group meetings (LC in attendance)

21.01.08 Riverside House (Training Room)

28.01.08 Woodside Conference Centre (Venue)

12.02.08 Riverside House (John McGowan'’s room)

18.02.08 Woodside Conference Centre — ‘Making It Real’ event (4 members

of Planning Policy team in attendance)
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Please note that this list reflects only those key stakeholders with whom we have met

to date.

Date
30.07.07

09.08.07
10.08.07
29.08.07
30.08.07
03.09.07
03.09.07
06.09.07
13.09.07

14.09.07
24.09.07

25.09.07

26.09.07
28.09.07
28.09.07

01.10.07

05.10.07
17.10.07
19.10.07
08.11.07
22.11.07
23.11.07
05.12.07
06.02.08
26.02.08

06.03.08

Organisation

Regional Bodies (Government Office for the West Midlands, West
Midlands Regional Assembly, Highways Agency, Advantage West
Midlands)

Warwickshire County Council conformity officer

Warwickshire Rural Hub

Warwickshire Rural Community Council
Senior Peoples Forum

Environment Agency

House Builders Federation

RASE

Positive About Young People (Youth & Community Services —
Warwickshire County Council)
Help the Aged

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, Natural England, Warwickshire County
Council Ecology Unit and the Biodiversity Officer, Forestry
Commission,

Mid Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce, Advantage West
Midlands, Warwick Chamber of Commerce

Road Haulage Association

CPRE, Friends of the Earth

Mencap, Warwickshire Association for the Blind, Council for
Disabled People

Highways Agency, Warwickshire County Council Highways officers,
Warwick Town Centre Manager

Freight Transport Association

MIND

Warwickshire Police and Community Safety Officers
Freight Transport Association

Warwick Society

Warwickshire County Council — Park & Ride
University of Warwick and agent

Warwickshire Police Architectural Liaison Officer

Warwickshire County Council Gypsy & Traveller Officer and Social
Services
Warwickshire County Council Waste Core Strategy Team
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Appendix 3: List of meetings held with Parish and

Date/Time
06.11.07 (12.00)
20.11.07 (7.30)
22.11.07 (7.00)
04.12.07 (7.30)
02.01.08 (8.00)
02.01.08 (7.30)
11.01.08 (7.30)
14.01.08 (7.30)
14.01.08 (7.30)
15.01.08 (6.00)
24.01.08 (7.00)
14.02.08 (7.30)
11.03.08 (7.00)
21.04.08 (8.00)
09.05.08

Town Councils

Parish Council

Warwick Town Centre Management Group
Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch, Wappenbury JPC
Kenilworth Town Council

Beausale, Haseley and Wroxall JPC
Budbrooke Parish Council

Barford, Wasperton &Sherbourne JPC
Shrewley Parish Council

Bubbenhall Parish Council

Lapworth Parish Council

Leamington Town Council

Whitnash Town Council

Ashow, Burton Green & Stoneleigh JPC
Cubbington Parish Council

Old Milverton & Blackdown JPC
Weston-under-Wetherley Parish Council
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DISTRICT PRESS RELEASE

COUNCIL

From: Philip Clarke Warwick District Council
Enquiries to: Lorna Coldicott Riverside House
Telephone: 01926 456505 Milverton Hill
Email:ldf@warwickdc.gov.uk Royal Leamington Spa
Date: Warwickshire

CV32 5Hz
Not for Release until: ~ With immediate effect

Launch of Planning ‘Issues Paper’ Consultation —
Seeking the Views of the People of Warwick District

Warwick District Council has today launched a consultation paper that will ask
local people what they think the issues are for growth and development in the

district now and into the future.

There is currently a national debate about providing more homes for a
growing population over the next few years. Everywhere in the country,
including Warwick District, is expected to play a part in helping to meet this

expected need

To help prepare for this, and to consider what sort of district the people who
live and work here want in the future, the Council has begun work on a new

plan; the “Core Strategy”. The role of the Core Strategy will be to:-

e Decide where new development should go between now and 2026 (to

coincide with the new plan for the West Midlands Region);
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e Help identify how to protect the district’s key assets — such as its historic
heritage;

e Identify how the needs within the district, such as for affordable housing
can be met;

e Address the key planning issues of concern to local people.

The Issues Paper is the first stage in the process of producing a Core
Strategy for the district which will form part of the Local Development
Framework. The framework is a portfolio of documents which will eventually

replace the Warwick Local Plan, which was adopted in September this year.

The Issues Paper has been produced with the assistance of a wide range of
key stakeholders who the council has met with over the last few months,
providing insight into the particular issues which are important to them. The
Council are now seeking the views of other people, asking for any other
issues to be identified that they may not have considered. A questionnaire
accompanies the paper which the Council hopes will be completed and
returned, as the views received will help to shape the next stage of the
process.

Councillor John Hammon, Development Portfolio Holder said, “The Core
Strategy is an important new document which will shape the district until 2026.
The government requires local planning authorities to prepare a Core Strategy
as part of the Local Development Framework and part of that process involves
various stages during which local people can become involved. This first
stage, the Issues Paper, is therefore very important in shaping later stages
and | would encourage everyone to take this opportunity of having a say in the

future of the district.”
This next stage will be the production of an Options Paper in the spring of
2008, which will again be subject to a period of public consultation. This

document will identify possible areas for future growth and development.

To find out more, you can:

March 2008 22



Warwick District Council Core Strategy Issues Paper: Report of Public Consultation

On the Council Read the Issues Paper and complete the on-line questionnaire

Website at www.warwickdc.gov.uk/corestrateqy,.

At local libraries Copies of the Issues Paper and questionnaire are available at
all local libraries and other local venues.

By telephone Phone the telephone number given below and request a copy
of the Issues Paper, or if you have any questions.

The consultation runs until 18 January 2008.

Not for Release until: 23 November 2007

For further information on this report, or on the Local Development Framework
generally, please contact Philip Clarke, Group Leader (Policy, Projects & Conservation)
on 01925 456502.

From: Richard Brooker, Warwick District Council
Communications Manager

Telephone: 01926 456023 Riverside House

Mobile : 07774 671804 Milverton Hill

Email: richard.brooker@warwickdc.gov.uk Royal Leamington Spa

Warwickshire

CVv32 5Hz
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Appendix 5: Focus Magazine article

This extract appeared in the Warwick District Council Focus Magazine — Winter 2007
edition.

Looking ahead -

Warwick District in 2026

What do you want our District to be like in 20267
How can our District meet the need for more homes and jobs?

You may aa aware of the netional debale about Please take some time to get involved and

providing mare homes for a growing population cver complate the guestionnaire.

the nexl lew vears. Swvarywhare in the country,

inzluding Viarwics Dislrict, is sxpected to play a part  If youw would like us o cortact you cirectly when we b
in helping to masl this expected naad ara ronsulting on fulurs stages of tha Cora Stralegy,

pleaze other arnail us vour details on
To halp us prapare for thiz, and o consider what soel ldf@warwichde.gov.uk or
of Dislrict we want to be in the future, the Council has  elophone 041926 456505,
begun work on a rew plan, This is callad the Core
Strategy. The wle of the Cora Strabegy will be to- Flease help us to shape the future of
Warwick District.
Dackle whare new developrment should go :
Lelween now and 2026; How can | find out mora?
* Help us idendify how we can protast our key
assets — such as our historic berilage;

* Identify how we can maat needs within t1o Onour | You can read the Issues Paper and
Dlzlred, such a5 for affonizble housing. website romplete o on-l re qussticnnaire at
* Address the key planning issucs of concsm vearw warwickde.gov.uklcorestrategy

to local residents, I
Atlocal | Copies of the Issues Pager ard [

Why 20267 libraries | gucstionnaice are zvailable a1 &l lozal

The Core Strategy will run o 2026, This is to libraras and ather local venues, Soo

coine ce with a new kig plan for the Was! Midiands press for details. L

region which will shape the cverall growth of the

region ta 2026, By Call us on 01926 456505 to send you |
talephone | o copy of the ssuss Papar, or if oLl i

We need your help? Maves a1y questions. |

Imvalving you will e crusial in helping lo shape our |
thinking on the Core Strateqy. As a first stage, we

have published an lssues Paper and questlonnaire
which explore soma of 1h2 key o'znning issues that |
will affect Warwick Uistrict to 2026, |
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r advertisement

our New Year Resofution is oensure @
Warwick District continues to be a place we are proud of.....

Wiarwick District Council is pr'epar'ing a Core Strategy. This Is the Plan that will

help shape how YWarwick District will grow between now and 2026. As the first Why not ma ke
stage, we are consulting on an "lssues Paper” setiing out the key issuss and - [ -

challenges facing us. \We need your views NOW on whether these are the lt yours [

right issues and how we should deal with tham.

Let us have your comments by Friday 18th
January and enter our prize draw for £100

To viaw the lssuss Papar and download or complate our quastionnaira onlina,
wisit our websile: www.warwlckdc.gov.ulkicorestrategy

Copies of the document and the quastionnaire are also available at tha
following venues:-

. The Council Offices and The Tawn Hall: Leamington Spa;
C Whitnash Town Coundl Office

. A1l local libraries

. Warwick Connection, Warwick

. Warwickshire Direct. Kenilworth,

Es The Chain, Lillington,

. Brunswick Healthy Living Centre

Or you can telephone us for a copy of the Issues Paper on 01926 456505

ozlei]of aad he Gunai
ou ol |08
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This letter was sent out early in January 2008.
Dear Sir or Madam
Warwick District Core Strategy — Issues Paper

You may recall that a letter was sent to you at the end of November, enclosing a
copy of the Warwick Core Strategy Issues Paper with a questionnaire for you to
complete and return. | realise that we have just been through a very busy time of
year and that you may not have had this as your main priority, but now that the
festivities are over, you may wish to consider making your comments to us with
regard to this document.

We would be very grateful if you would take a few minutes to look through the paper
and then consider whether you would like to respond. The issues paper is available
on our website www.warwickdc.gov.uk/corestrategy if you have mislaid the copy
sent to you or can be sent in hard copy again if you email the above address or
phone on the above telephone number. If you require additional copies of the
questionnaire then these are also available in the same way.

Even if you have decided not to respond yourself, please mention the consultation to
others you know or within your organisation so that they have the opportunity to do
so. If you need any additional incentive to return the form, we are offering the
chance to win a cash prize of £100 to the first out of the hat after the closing date of
18 January 2008 (this excludes any employee of the District Council). All those who
have already responded will be included in the draw, so no need to respond again.

This is a very important stage in the preparation of the Core Strategy and your
comments on the Issues Paper will have an impact on the next ‘options’ stage which
will follow in the spring and which will look at possible areas for future development.
If you would like to be involved during future stages of the Core Strategy then please
complete the relevant part of the questionnaire. Alternatively, you may sign up our
email alert system on our website by going to the page
www.warwickdc.gov.uk/corestrategy and following the link at the foot of that page.

Thank you

Yours faithfully

L. Glates

Lorna Coldicott
Senior Planner
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Appendix 8: Questionnaire

Local Development Frameworlk

Warwick District Council

WARWICK
Core Stra_tegy . DISTRICT
Issues Questionnaire COUNCIL =)

Please take a moment to complete this questionnaire and return it to the
Council. A freepost envelope is provided with this report for you to do this.

Alternatively, you may complete the questionnaire on-line by following the link:
www.warwickdc.gov.uk/corestrategy

A Vision for the Core Strateg

Warwick District, Built on strong historic foundations in the heart of England.
Striving to improve further on its reputation as a great place to live, work, and
visit. Where our people are proud to belong and where everyone can share in
the success of our community.”

1. What are your views on this vision? Do you think that it needs any amendments or
additions?

The Key Objectives of the Core Strateg

2. As we seek to meet the land-use requirement set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy
over the period to 2026, and achieve our vision for Warwick District, the Council has
identified a number of key objectives. Do you agree that these should be a high,
medium or a low priority?

High Medium Low

Maintaining a vibrant and prosperous

district
1 To maintain high levels of economic growth, including
the regeneration of deprived areas
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

3.

4.,

High Medium Low

To maintain and enhance our town centres

To promote sustainable tourism

To support rural communities

Protecting the District’s key assets
To protect and make best use of land

To protect and enhance green spaces and the natural
environment

To protect and enhance the historic environment

To maintain and enhance our landscapes and
townscapes

Promoting high quality design

To protect and improve air quality

Securing a more sustainable district
To reduce the need to travel and promote the use of
more sustainable travel options

To limit the impact of the District upon climate change,

particularly by:-

e encouraging new development to reduce energy
and water consumption

e promote the use of renewable energy resources

¢ reducing the generation and disposal of waste

Meeting the needs of the district
To meet the housing needs of the whole community,
including providing adequate affordable housing.

To reduce poverty, social exclusion, crime and anti-
social behaviour

To improve the health and well-being of residents.

To protect the amenity of local communities and protect
and enhance accessibility to local services and
facilities.

Do you consider that any amendments or additions are required to these objectives?

What would be your top three priorities?

Maintaining a vibrant and prosperous district
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Maintaining economic growth
5. Do we need to encourage further employment to the district?

Yes [ ] No [ |

If YES, what types of business should we target?

Supporting our Town Centres

6. Would any of out town centres benefit from more of the following? (please tick as
many as apply)

Leamington | Warwick | Kenilworth

Housing

Shops

Offices and other employment opportunities

Car parking

Health and community facilities (including libraries)

Indoor leisure facilities (sports halls/ swimming
baths, skating rink, bowling alley, cinemas, etc)

Outdoor leisure facilities (putting green, boating
lake, skate park etc)

Restaurants, pubs, bars & clubs

Parks, gardens, open spaces

Art and cultural facilities (art galleries, museums,
theatres)

Other - please specify

Promoting sustainable tourism

7. Should we try to expand tourism in the district?

Yes [ ] No [ |

If YES, what facilities should we provide? (tick all those that apply)

Hotels & Bed and breakfast accommodation
Self catering accommodation

Restaurants

Night time entertainment

New visitor attractions and activities

Visitor centres

Improved tourist information (including signage)
Other - please specify
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Supporting Rural Communities

8. What do you think are the three most important issues facing rural areas? Please
rank these (1, 2, 3) from the list below (or from your own priorities) with 1 as the most
important.

Loss of shops and services

Lack of affordable housing for local people
Lack of good mix of house types and sizes
Poor public transport

Lack of employment opportunities

The viability of existing farm holdings

Other (please specify)

9. What sort of employment is needed in rural areas to ensure they are economically
viable? (please tick all that apply)

Agriculture

Forestry

Fishing

Small business ‘start up’ units
Farm diversification

Tourism

Other, (please specify)

Protecting the District’s key assets

Protecting and making best use of land

10. If land needs to be found to accommodate the growing needs of the District, is it
acceptable to allocate some green field land on the edge of our towns?

Yes [ ] No [ |

Please give a reason for your answer
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11. A major factor influencing the amount of land required for new development is the
density of new housing. Should the density of new housing development be (choose
one):-

a) High Density to make best use of the land (typically flats/apartments
over 50 dwellings per hectare)

b) Medium density to allow houses to have some space around them
(minimum density of 30 dwellings per hectare)

c) Low Density to give large amounts of space around dwellings (below 30
dwellings per hectare)

d) A density that recognises and reflects the local character at whatever
density that happens to be

Protecting and enhancing green spaces and the natural environment

12. How important is it that we should protect the district’s:-

-
c
<
S
c
(]
Q
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>
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>

Important
important nor
unimportant
Not important
No opinion

Natural habitats and the natural environment?
Formal and informal parks and open spaces
Children’s play areas

Sports pitches

Allotments

Are there any other types of open space that we should ensure we protect?

Protecting and enhancing the historic environment
13. How important do you think it is to protect and enhance the district’s

conservation/historic areas?

Very [] Important [7] Neitherimportant [7] Unimportant [7] No []
important or unimportant opinion
Maintaining and enhancing our landscapes and townscapes

14. How important do you think it is that we protect the district’'s landscapes and
townscapes?

Very [] Important [] Neitherimportant [] Unimportant [] No []
important or unimportant opinion
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Promoting high quality design

15. The Council wishes to ensure that new development meets a high standard of
design. How would you rate the following in achieving this (please tick the
appropriate box for each).

-
c
©
IS
£
o
Q.
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>
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>

important nor
unimportant
Not important
No opinion

Ensure new development complements and
reflects the existing settlement

Take a lead from the natural features of the
surrounding area

Retain or improve the character of the streets,
squares and spaces

Improve and incorporate existing features into the
development

Take into account the surrounding buildings in
terms of scale, form, height and massing

Use appropriate local materials according to
location and surroundings

Encourage innovative design

Copying local building styles

Creating a modern image with new buildings

Do you have you any other ideas about how the how we should encourage locally
distinctive high quality design?

Addressing the problems of pollution

16. Does the Council need, as a priority, to tackle any of the following forms of pollution?

Air pollution
Noise pollution
Soil pollution
Water pollution

Do you have you any specific ideas for how we may seek to do this?
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Securing a sustainable district

Reducing the need to travel and promoting the use of more sustainable
travel options

17. How important is it that we seek to provide the following land uses and services close
to where people live wherever possible?

Important

o
e
[
3
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>

important nor
unimportant
Not important
No opinion

Local shops to meet daily shopping needs
Schools and colleges

Places of work

Health and community facilities

Open spaces

Recreation and leisure facilities

18. Are there any aspects of the district’s transport system that we should be looking to
improve?

Road network
Rail network
Bus network
Footpaths
Cycleways
None

If you wish to give more details of what you would wish to see provided, please do so
here.
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Limiting the impact of the District upon climate change

19. The Council is committed to tackling the problems associated with climate change.

What do you think would help us best achieve this (please tick the appropriate box for
each)

—
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Important
important nor
unimportant
Not important
No opinion

Promoting Energy Efficient Buildings

Using Renewable Energy in New Development

Including Sustainable Drainage Schemes
(where practical)
Encouraging use of Public Transport

Encouraging use of cycling and walking

20. Are there any limited types of development (in circumstances where other land is not
available and where action could be taken to ensure that flooding was not made worse in
the area) which we would allow to take place in areas which currently may flood?

Yes [ ] No [ |

What would these be?

Meeting the District’'s needs
Meeting the housing needs of the whole community

21. How important do you think it is that we provide sufficient affordable housing to meet
projected needs in the district?

Very [] Important [] Neitherimportant [] Unimportant [] No
important or unimportant opinion
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Reducing poverty, social exclusion, crime and anti-social behaviour

22. Good design principles can help to reduce crime. What do you think are the most
important factors in ‘designing out crime’? (tick one box for each)

important nor
unimportant
Not important

-
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>

Important
No opinion

Design to promote community spirit
Footpaths/cyclepaths of adequate width with any planting
to rear of path

Pathways and play areas overlooked by buildings
Different lighting for different environments

Parking provided close to buildings to allow natural
surveillance

If you think there are others, please list them here

Improving the health and well-being of residents

23. Are there adequate health and community facilities to serve the district?

Yes [ ] No [ |

If NO, what would you like to see provided and where?

24. Is there a need for more leisure facilities in the District?

Yes [ ] No [ |

If YES, what and where should they be?

25. Do you consider that the district has enough facilities for the arts and cultural events?

Yes [ ] No [ |
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If NO, what do you think should be provided and where?

Protecting the amenity of local communities and protecting and
enhancing accessibility to local services

What single issue most affects the quality of life in the area where you live or work?

26.

Are there sections of the community that you believe have outstanding needs that
should be met (e.g. elderly, young or disabled people, ethnic minority groups, gypsies
and travellers, etc)?

Yes [ ] No [ |

If YES, which group of people and what are the issues?

Understanding the key issues affecting our district

27.

The above questions explore some key issues arising from the objectives set out by
the Council for discussion. Do you think that w