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Introduction

1. National planning policy in Planning Policy Statement 7 (PPS7) requires policies in Local
Development Documents to facilitate and promote sustainable patterns of development and
sustainable communities in rural areas. To ensure these policies are relevant and effective, local
planning authorities should be aware of the circumstances, needs and priorities of the rural
communities and businesses in their area, and of the interdependence between urban and rural
areas. Where there is a lack of up to date, robust information, local authorities should consider
commissioning surveys and assessments of rural economic and social conditions and needs,
including local housing needs.

2. In accordance with PPS7, this report has been prepared by the Planning Policy Team of Warwick
District Council to inform the emerging Core Strategy for the District in terms of the current rural
economic and social circumstances in relation to rural service provision.

Context

2. National planning policy in PPS7 states that people who live or work in rural areas should have
reasonable access to a range of services and facilities. In Warwick District, 7.6% of the total
population live in villages, hamlets and isolated dwellings, with a further 2.9% living in urban fringe
areas beyond the towns". In numeric terms, this means that approximately 13,865 people live in
rural communities.

3. In Warwick District, there are three areas (SOAs) in the top 1% most deprived areas in terms of
access to services and housing in England. These areas are: Wroxhall, Hasely & Honiley (which ranks
45" out of 32, 482 SOAs nationally), Lapworth South, Bushwood, Lowsonford & Rowington (which
ranks 90™), and Stoneleigh (which ranks 119™). Access to services is therefore recognised as an issue
within the rural area of the District.

4. The Local Transport Plan (LTP) published by Warwickshire County Council recognises that
transport issues can be a barrier to some people in rural areas where access to jobs, education and
community facilities are severely hampered by a lack of public transport. Poor and infrequent bus
services are a problem which the LTP is seeking to address. The problem is particularly acute for
remote rural areas and for travel in the evenings or on Sundays. The County Council are monitoring
their progress on improving access to services by public transport, walking and cycling through their
Local Area Agreement National Indicator 175.

! source: Office for National Statistics, Rural and Urban Area Classification 2004 by Lower-Level Super-Output Area, Mid-
year 2005 population estimates by Lower-Level Super-Output Area
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5. Regional planning policy in the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the West Midlands (Policy RR4)
requires that the range and quality of services should be improved in rural areas and that new
development should take into account the implications for the provision of services and facilities for
the particular communities concerned. It recognises this will require a co-ordinated approach
between public and private sectors and the Local Strategic Partnership.

6. Advantage West Midlands (AWM) report ‘Rural Access to Services’ also recognises that problems
in rural areas are complex and often inter-related. It recommends innovative, local solutions to
these problems, often led by the voluntary sector. In relation to supporting local solutions, for many
years, Warwick District Council has operated a Rural Initiatives Scheme where grants have been
available to help support local projects in the parish areas of Warwick District. £100,000 was made
available for the continuation of the scheme in the financial year 2008-2009.

Rural Service Provision in Warwick District

7. In order to support the evidence within the Indices of Multiple Deprivation and inform the
Warwick District Core Strategy, a survey has been carried out amongst the parish council clerks of
the number of services and facilities within their parishes.

8. Data has also been supplied by the Warwickshire Rural Communities Council from a survey carried
out by them in 2002. Although this data is useful in providing a snapshot of provision at that time,
some of the indicators are different and therefore anomalies occur, e.g. the number of churches has
altered significantly over the last 7 years on the database and yet this is not a true record of what
has actually happened on the ground®. The comparative analysis with 2002 should therefore be
treated with caution.

9. The changes that have occurred to rural services between 2002 and 2009 (gross figures) are as

follows:

Services/Facilities Lost between 2002-2009 Services/Facilities gained between 2002-2009
6 GP surgeries 5 Churches

1 Dentist 5 Bus Services

5 Post Offices 2 Schools

2 Shops 3 Pubs

4 Community Halls 2 Mobile Library Services

2 Community Transport Services

2 Banking Services

1 Garage selling Petrol

2 Thereis a discrepancy in the number of churches counted for each survey. This is due to some parishes not having
recorded the existence of churches at the 2002 survey
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10. A summary of services by parish, and how these have changed since 2002, is as follows:

May 2009

Warwick District Council

Ashow, Burton Green & 2002 2009
Stoneleigh

GP No No
School No Yes
Post Office Yes No
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes, 2 Yes, 2
Shop No No
Banking Yes No
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage No No
Baddesley Clinton 2002 2009
GP No No
School No No
Post Office No No
Church No Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes No
Shop No No
Banking No No
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
Baginton 2002 2009
GP No data available No
School No data available No
Post Office No data available Yes
Church No data available Yes
Village/Church Hall No data available Yes
Shop No data available Yes
Banking No data available Cashpoint
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
Barford, Sherbourne, 2002 2009
Wasperton

GP No No
School Yes Yes
Post Office Yes Yes
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes, 3 Yes, 1
Shop Yes Just Post Office
Banking No No
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage No No
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Beausale, Haseley, Honily & 2002 2009
Wroxall

GP No No
School No No
Post Office No No
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes Yes
Shop Yes No
Banking No No
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage No No
Bishops Tachbrook 2002 2009
GP Yes Yes
School Yes Yes
Post Office Yes No
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes Yes
Shop Yes Yes
Banking No No
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage Yes No
Bubbenhall 2002 2009
GP Yes Once a week
School No No
Post Office Yes Once a week in village hall
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes Yes
Shop No No
Banking No No
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
Budbrooke 2002 2009
GP No Yes
School Yes Yes
Post Office Yes Mini PO in village hall
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes, 1 Yes, 3
Shop Yes Yes
Banking No No
Bus Service No Yes
Garage Yes Yes
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Cubbington 2002 2009
GP Yes No
School Yes Yes
Post Office Yes Yes
Church Yes, 2 Yes, 2
Village/Church Hall Yes, 2 Yes, 1
Shop Yes Yes
Banking Cashpoint Girobank
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage Yes Yes
Eathorpe, Hunningham, 2002 2009
Offchurch & Wappenbury

GP No No
School No No
Post Office No No
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes, 6 Yes, 3
Shop No No
Banking No No
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage No No
Lapworth 2002 2009
GP Yes Yes
School Yes Yes
Post Office Yes Yes
Church No Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes, 2 Yes, 1
Shop Yes Yes
Banking No Only Post Office
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage No No
Leek Wootton & 2002 2009
GP No No
School Yes Yes
Post Office Yes No
Church No No
Village/Church Hall Yes Yes
Shop Yes No
Banking Girobank No
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
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Norton Lindsey 2002 2009
GP No Yes
School No Yes
Post Office No No
Church No Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes, 2 Yes, 2
Shop No No
Banking No No
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage No No
Old Milverton & Blackdown 2002 2009
GP No No
School Yes Yes
Post Office No No
Church No Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes, two Yes, one
Shop No No
Banking No No
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
Radford Semele 2002 2009
GP Yes No
School Yes Yes
Post Office Yes Yes
Church Yes Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes Yes
Shop Yes Yes
Banking No Cashpoint
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
Rowington 2002 2009
GP Yes No
School No No
Post Office No No
Church No Yes
Village/Church Hall Yes Yes
Shop Yes No
Banking No No
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
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Shrewley 2002 2009
GP Yes No
School No No
Post Office Yes Mornings only
Church No No
Village/Church Hall Yes Yes
Shop Yes Post Office only
Banking No No
Bus Service Yes Yes
Garage No No
Weston under Wetherley 2002 2009
GP No No
School No No
Post Office No No
Church No Yes
Village/Church Hall No Yes
Shop No No
Banking No No
Bus Service No Yes
Garage No No
Comment

11. The level of services and facilities in the rural parishes varies depending on the size, nature and
location of the settlement in relation to the main urban areas. In broad terms, the level of services
and facilities has declined since 2002 reflecting the picture regionally and nationally. It will be
important for the Core Strategy and subsequent development plan documents and other strategies
to consider ways in which this decline can be addressed.




